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Advertiſement. 


þ tw —- is now preparing for the Preſs, An 
APPENDIN tO this Work, gi- 
ving an Account of the /ate Diſpoſſeſſing of a 
Perſon in Englana by Faſting and Prayer. Prin- 
ted by the Conſent of the Miniſter chiefly 
concern'd. With a Preface to it by a Reverend 
Divine living in London. Printed for John 
Dunton, at the Raven in the Poultrey. 
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A True NakrkarTive of ſome 
Remarkable Paſſages relating to ſundry Perſons 
afflicted by Witchcraft at Salem Village in New- 
England, which happened from the 1 gth. of 
March to the 5th. of April, 1692. 
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N the Nineteenth day of March laſt I went to Salem Vil- 
() lage, and lodged at Nathaniel Ingerſo''s near to the Mini- 
ſter Mr. P's. Houſe, and preſently after I came into my 
Lodging, Capt. Walcw's Daughter Mary came to Lieut. Ingerſo!'s 
and ſpake to me ; but ſuddenly aſter, as ſhe ſtood by the 
was bitten, ſo that ſhe cryed out of her Wriſt, and looking on 
ic with a Candle, we law apparently the marks of Teeth, 
. upper and lower ſet, on each ſide of her Wriſt, | 
In che beginning of che Evening I went to give Mr. P. a Viſie. 
When I was chere, his Kinſwoman, Abigail Wilams, (about 12 
Years of Age) had a grievous fit; ſhe was at firſt hurried with 
violence to and fro in the Room (though Mrs. Ingerſo! endeavoured 
to hold her) ſometimes making as it ſhe would fly, ſtretching up 
her Arms as high as ſhe could, and crying, Whih, Ibiſh, Whiſh, leve - 
ral times; preſencly after ſhe faid,there was Goodw. N. and laid, Do 
you not ſee ber ? Why there ſhe fands ! And ſhe ſaid, Goodw.N. offered 
her THE BOOK, but ſhe was reſolved ſhe would nor take it, ſay- 
ing often, I wont, I wont, I wont take it, I do not know what Book it 
i &' I am ſureit « none of God's Book, it us the Devils Book for ought 
I know. After that, ſhe run to the Fire, and begun to throw Fire« 
bands about the Houſe, and run apain!t the Back, as it ſhe would 


{ run up Chimney, and, as they faidl, ſhe had attempted to go into 


the Fire in other Fits. A 2 On 


| 


. The Examination of the £ 


On Lords Day, the Twentieth of March, there were ſundry/of 
the afited Perlons at Meeting, as, Mrs.Pope, and Goodwife Bibber, 
Abigail Williams, Mary Walcut, Mary Lewes, and Door Grigg's 
Maid. There was allo at Meeting, Goodwife C. (who was atter- 
ward Examined on ſuſpiciort of being a Witch : ) They had ſeveral 
fore Firs inthe time of Publick Worſhip, which did ſomething in- 
cerrupt me in my firſt Prayer, being ſo unuſual. After P/alm was 
ſung, Abigail Willianis faid rome, Now fland up, and name your 
Text ! And after it was read, ſhe ſaid, It « « long Text. In the begin- 
ning of Sermon, Mrs. Pope,a Woman affliced,laid tro;me, Now there 
75 enough of that. And in the Afternoon, Abigail Wilkams, upon 
my referring to my Dottrine, laid to me, I know no Dottrins you 
had, If you did name one, I bave forgot it. 

In Sermon time, when Goodwife C. was preſent inthe Meeting- 
Houſe, 4b. W. called out, Look where Goodwife C. fits on the Beam 
ſuckling ber Tellow Bird betwixt ber finger:! Am Putman, another 

 Girle afflicted, ſaid, There was a Yellow Bird ſat on my Hat as it 
hung on the Pin in the Pulpit ; but thoſe that were by, reſtrained 
her from ſpeaking loud about it. 

On Monday the 21. of March, the Magiſtrates of Salem ap- 
pointed to come to Examination of wite C, And about 
Twelve of the Clock they went into the Meeting-Houſe, which 
was thronged with 5S rs. Mr. Noyes began with a ve __ 
tinent and pathetical Prayerz and Goodwife C. being called to 


anſwer to what was IE" her,ſhe deſired to go toPrayer, 
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which was much wondred.at, in the preſence of ſo many hun- 
| dred People : The Magiſtrates..cold her, they would not admit | 
- it ; they came not there to heat her Pray, but to Examine her, 
in what was Alledged againſt her. The Worſhipful Mr. Hathorne | 
asked her, Why ſhe affiitted thoſe Children? She ſaid, ſhe did not 
AMi& them. He atked her, who did then ? She ſaid, I do not 
know ; How ſpould I know? The Number of the AfMided Perſons 
P were about that time Ten, viz. Four Married Women, Mrs. 
Pepe, Mrs. Putman, Goodwile Bibber, and an Ancient Woman , 
named Goodall; three Maids, Mary Walcut, Mercy Lewes, at -Tho- 
mas Putman's, and a Maid at Dr. Griggs ; there were three Girls 
from 9 to 12 Years of Age, each of them, or thereabouts, viz. 
Elizabuh Parrs, Abigail Williams, and Amn Putman ; theſe were 
moſt of them at Goodwile C's, Examination, and did vehement! 


Accule 


New-England (Witches. : 


Accuſe her in the Aſſembly of Aftliting them, by Biring, Pinch” 
ing, Strang ling, &c. And that they did in their Fits ſce her Like 
neſs coming to them, and bringing a Book to them; the ſaid, ſhe 
had no Book ; they affirmed, ſhe had a 7eVow Bird, that uſed to 
ſuck betwixt her Fingers, and being asked about ir, if ſhe had 
any Familiar Spirit, that attended her? ſhe (aid, She bad no Fa- 
ur the with any ſuch thing. She was a Goſpel Woman : Which 
Title the called her ſelf by ; and the Aflicted Perſons told her, 
Ah! ſhe was A Goſpel Witch. Ann Putman Gid there affirm, that 
one day when Lieutenant Fuller was at Prayer at her Father's 
Houſe, ſhe ſaw the ſhape of Goodwitfe C. and ſhe thought Good- 
wife N. Praying at the {ame time to the Devil; ſhe was not ſure 
it was Goodwife N. ſhe thought it was; but yery ſure. ſhe ſaw 
the ſhape of Goodwife C. The faid C. ſaid, they were poor 
diſtracted Children, and no heed to. be given to what they faid. 
Mr. Hathorne and Mr. Noyes replyed, It was the Judgment of all 
that were preſent, they were Bewitched, and only ſhe the Acculed 
Perſon ſaid, they were Diſtrafed. It was obſerved ſeveral times, 
that if ſhe did but bice her under lip in time of Examination, 
the Perſons afflicted were bitten on their Arms and Wriſts, and 
produced the Marks before the Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and others. 
And being watched for that, if ſhe did but Picb her Fingers, or 
Graſp one hard in another, they were Pinched, and pro- 
duced the Marks before the Magiſtrates, and Spectators. After 
that, it was obſerved, that if ſhe did but lean her Breaſt againſt- 
the Seat in the Meeting-Houſe, (being the Bar at which the {tood). 
they were afflited. Particularly Mrs. Pope complained of grievous 
Torment in her Bowels, as if they were torn out. She vyehe- 
mently accuſed the ſaid C. as the Inſtrument, and firſt threw hee 
Muff at her ; but that flying not home, ſhe got off her Shoe, and 
hit Goodwiſe C. on the Head wich it. Afﬀeer theſe Poſtures were | 
watched, if the ſaid C. did but ſtic her Feet, they were afflicted "S> 
in their Feet, and ſtamped fearfully. The afflicted Perſons asked = 
her, why ſhe did not go to the c—_— of Witches which were | 


before the Meeting-Houſe Muſtering ? Did ſhe not hear the Drum 


beat ? They accuſed her of having Familiarity with the Devil , 
in the time of Examination, in the ſhape of a Black 24am whil- 
pering in her Ear ; they affirmed, that her Yellow Bird ſacked be- 


ewixt her Fingers in the Aſſembly ; and Order being given to ſee 
if 
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if there were any ſign, the Girl that ſaw it, ſaid, it was too late 
nav ; ſhe had removed a Pim, and put it on her Head; which 
was tourd there ſticking upright. | 

They told her, ſhe had Covenanted wich the Dewil for ten 
Years, ſix of them were gone, and four more to come. She was 
required by the Magiſtrates to anſwer that Queſtion in the Ca- 
rechiſm, How many perſons be there im the God-bead ? She anſwered 
ic but oucly, yet was there no great thing to be gathered from 
ic ; ſhe denied all that was charged opon her, and ſaid, They could 
nat prove a Witch; ſhe was that Afternoon Commirted to Salem- 
Priſon; and after ſhe was in Cuſtody, the did not ſo appear to 
them, and aflit them as before. 

On WednelCay the 234. of March, I went to Thomas Putman's, 
on purpoſe to ſee his Wite : I found her lying on the Bed, having 
had a lore Fit a litle before ; ſhe ſpake to me, and ſaid, ſhe was 
glatl ro ſee me 3 her Husband and ſhe both defired me to Pray 
wich her while ſhe was ſenſible ; which I did, though the Appa- 
tition ſaid, 1 ſhould not go to Prayer. At the firſt bzginning ſhe 
aitended ; but ater a lictle time, was taken with a Fic; yet con- 
tinucd filent, and ſzemed to be 4ſ/leep : When Prayer was done, 
her Husband going to her, found her in a Fit 3 he cook her off 
the Bed, to ſerther on his Knees, but at firſt ſhe was (o (tiff, ſhe 
could not be bended; bur ſhe afterwards ſat down, but quickly 
began co ſtrive violently wich ker Arms and Leggs; ſhe then be- 
24n to Complain of, and as it were to Converſe Perſonally with, 
Goodwite N. laying, Goodwife XN. Be gone! Be gone! Be gone! 
are you not aſnamed, a Woman of 'your Profeſſion, to affiitt @ poor Crea- 
ture ſo? What hott did I ever do you in my life? You bave but tw 
Tears to live, and then the Dexil will torment your Scul ; fer thu your 
Name u blurred ont of God s Beek, and it ſhall never be put in God's 

Zorke ogain 5; be gene for ſh-me, are yeu not afratd of that which 
c ming non jeu? I know, I wiew what will make yu fraid 5 the 
wra:b of 6n /ingry God, I am ſure that will rake you afraid ; be gone, 
do nut terment me, I knew what y1u would bawve (we pidged ſhe 
meant, br Seul) but ut z cut of yrur reach; it ws cloathed with tbe 
u h:te Reves of Chriſt's Righteewſmeps Alter this, fe lecmed to Cite 
Pute with the Apparition abuut a particular Text of Scripture, 


I tbe Appatitio feericd to deny it; (the Womans Lyecs bring } 
la{t clcl-d ail this t'm. ) fas laid, She wrs ſure there was ſuch a Text, © 


and 
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and ſhe would tell it; and then the Shape would bs gone, for, 
ſaid the, I am /ure y'u cannot ftand before that Text | Then ſhe was 
forciy Aficted, her Mouch drawn on ane fide, and her Body 
{tcain*'' :2r about a Minute, and then faid, I will tell, I will tell ; 
it s. *' w, it s, threes or four times, and then was afflicted co hin- 
der her from telling, at laſt ſhe broke forth, and ſaid, It x rb: 
third Chapter of the Revelations, I did ſomething (cruple the read- 
ing it, and did let my ſcruple appear, left Saran ſhould make 
any Superſtitiouſly ro improve th? Word of the Ecernal God. 
However, tho? not verſed in theſe chings, I judge 1 might do ic 
this once for an o—_— I began to read, and betore I had 
near read through the firlt Verſe, ſh: opened h:r Eyes, and was 
well ; this Fit continued near half an hour. Her Husband and 
the SpeRators told me, ſhe had often been ſo relieved by reading 
Texts that ſhe named, ſomething prtinent co her Cale ; as 1/a.40. 
I. Iſa. 49.1. Ia. yo. 1. and ſeveral others. 

On Thurſday the Twenty Foucch of March, (being in courſe the 
LeRure-Day at the Village) Goodwite N. was brought betore the 
Magiſtrates Mr. Hathorne and Mr. Corwin, about Ten of the Clock 
in the Forenoon, to be Examined in the Meeting-Houlſe,the Reve- 
rend Mr. Hale begun wich Prayer, and the Warrant being read, 
ſhe was required to give Anlwer, Why ſhe afflicted thoſe perſons ? She 

leaded her own Innocency with earneſtneſs. Thomas Putman's 
ife, Abigail Williams, and Thomas Putman's Daughter accuſed her 
that ſhe appzared to them,and afflited them in thicirFirs:bur ſome 
of che others ſaid,that they had ſeen her,but knew not that ever the 
had hurt them; amongſt which was Mary Walcut, who was preſently. 
after ſhe had to declared bitten, and cryed out of her in the Mezt- 
ing-Houſe, producing the-Marks of Teerb on h2r wrilt. It was lo dil: 
poſed, that I had not leifure toattend the witole time ©” Examina- 
tion, but both Magiſtrates and Minilters colu me, that the things 
alledged by the afflicted,and detences made by her, were much at- 
ter the ſame manner as the former was. And her motions did pro- 
duce like effects, as to Birmg, Pinching, Bruſing, Tormenting, at cheic 
Breaſts, by her Leaning, and when bended back, were as if their 
Backs were broken. The afflicted Perſons ſaid,the Black Mam whil- 
pered to her in the Aſſembly, and therefore ſhe could not hear- 
what the Magiltrates ſaid unto her. They laid allo, that the did 
then ride by the Mz2ting-Houle, behind the Black Man. Thymas 
Putman's Nite had a grievous Fit -1 the time of Examination, to 
| 2 the 


—_ 


[Y 


Po4o ©. kef Th oY. Yr 


Jy 


1.* © 4; 
BARKARS 


i. 
. 
4 z ® 
a>; 


AF A FA $A on? 


SJ 


aA Ph TP. LU FATAS 


'6 The Examination of the 


the very great impairing of her ſtrength, and walting of her ſpirits, 
inſomuch as ſhe could hardly mave hand or foor when the was 
carried out. Others alſo were there grievouſly affiited,lothat there 
was once ſuch an hideous (criecth and noi ( which I heard as 
walked at a little diſtance from the Mzeting-Houſe) as did amaze 
me, and ſome that were within, told mz the whole Afſembly was 
ſtruck with Conſternation, and they were afraid, that thoſe that 
ſate nexe to them were under the Influence of Witchorafr. This 
Woman alſo was that day committed to Salem Priſon. The Ma- 
giſtrates and Miniſters alſo did inform me, that they apprehended 
a Child of Sarab G. and examined it, being between 4 and x years 
of Age. And as to matter of FaQ,they did unanimouſly afficm,thac 
when this Child did bur caſt its Eye upon the afflited Perlons , 
they were tormented ; and they held her Head, and yet ſo many 
as her Eye cald fix upon were afflicted. Which they did ſeveral 
times make careful Obſervation of : The afflicted complained, 
they had often been Bitten by this Child, and produced the marks 
of a ſmall ſet of teeth accordingly; this was allo committed to S4- 
lem Priſon,the Child looked hazl, and well as other Children. I ſaw 
it at Lieut. Inger/o/'s. After the Commitment of Goodw. N. 7bo. 
Putmas's Wiſe was much better, and had no violent Fics at all from 
that 24h. of March, to the 5tb.of April. Some others allo (aid they 
had nor ſeen her fo frequently appear ro them, to hurt them. 

On the 2516.of March (as Capt.Stephen Sewal of Salem did after- 
wards inform m2)Eliz.Pars had fore Fits at his Houſe, which much 
troubled — and by Wie, ſo as he told me they were almoft 
diſcouraged. She related, that the great Black Man came to her, 
and told her, if ſhe would be ruled by him,ſhe ſhould have what- 
foever ſhe delired,and go to a Golden City. She relating this to Mrs. 
Sewal, ſhe told the Child, it was the Dewil, and he was a Lyar from 
the Beginngng, and bid her tell him fo, it he came again : which 
ſhe did accordingly, at the nexc coming to her, in her Fits. 

On the 26th. of March, Mr. Hathorne, Mr. Corwin, and Mr. Higiſon, were at the 
Prifon-Keeper's Houle ro Examine the Child, and fr roſd them there, it had a 
lictle Snabe that uſed to ſuck on the loweſt Joyner of its Fore-Finger;z and when 
rey enquired where, pong to other places, it rold them, nor there, but there, 
pointing on the loweſt Joint of the Fore-Finger, where they obſerved a deep 


Ked Spor, abour the biguelſs of a Flta-bite ; they asked who gave it that Snake ? 
whether the great Black Man? It fald no, 11s Mother gave tr. "ng 
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The 31 of March there was a Publick Faſt kept at Salem.on ac- 
count of theſe AMifed Perſons. And Abiea! Williams faid, that 
the Witches had a Sacrament that day at an houſe in the Village, 
and that they had Red Bread and Red Drink. The firſt of April, 
Mercy Lewis, Thomas Putman's Maid, in her Fit, faid, they did 
cat Ked Bread, like Man's Fleſh, and would have had her cat 
ſomes but ſhe would not; burturned away her head, and ſpir 
at them, and ſaid, 7 will not Eat, I will not Drink, it is Blood, &c. 
ſhe ſaid , That #7 nt the Bread of Life ;, that zs nut the Water 
Life ; Chriſt gives the Bread of Life, 1 will bave none of it | The fir 
of April alſo Marcy Lewis atorelaid ſaw in her Fit a PPhite Man, 
and was with him in a glorious Place, which had no Candles 
nor Sun, = was full of Light and Brightneſs ; where was a 
great Multitude in White glittering Robes, and they Sung the 
Song in the fifth of Revelation, the gth verſe,, and the 110 Pſalm 
and the 149 Pſalm; and ſaid with her ſelf, How long ſhall I ſtay 
bere | let me be along with you : She was oth to leave this place, 
and grieved that ſhe could tarry no _—_ T his white Mar 
hath appearcd ſeveral times to forne of them, and given them 
notice how long it ſhould be before they had anothcr Fir, 
which was ſometimes a day, or day and half, or more or leſs, 
it hath fallen out accordingly. 

The 3d of April, the Lord's-day, being Sacrament-day, at 
the Village, Goodw.C. upon Mr. Parris's naming his Text, Jobn 
6, 79. One of them is a Dewal, the ſaid Goodw. C. went immediate- 
ly out of the Mecting-Houſe, and flung the Door after her vio- 
lently, to the amazement of the Congregation : Sh& was after- 
ward feen by ſome in their Firs, whoſaid, 0 Goodw, C. 7 did 
not think to & you here | (and being at their Red bread and drink) 
ſaid ro her, 1s thrs a time to receive the Sacrament, you ran- array on 
the Lord's Day, and ſcorned to receive it in the Meeting» Houſe, and, Is 
this a time to receive tt ? I wonder at you ! This 1s the ſum of what 
] cither ſaw my ſelf, or did: receive Information from per- 
ſons of undoubrcd Reputation and Credit. 

Remarks of things more than ordinary ab;ut the Aﬀiidted Perſons. 

I, They are in thcir Fits tempted to be FYitchos, arc ſhewed 
the Liſt ot the Names of others, and are tortured, becauſe they 
will not yeild ro Subſcribe, or meddle with, or touch the 
BOOK, and are promiſed to haye preſcar Relict if they wovld 


do it, 
C 2, They 


boy The E TMInartia of the 

2. They did ina the ATemHily mutually Cure each other, even 
with a Toach of cheir Hand, when Strangled, and otherwiſe 
Tortured ; and would eadcayour to ger to their AMit:d, to re- 
lieye them, 

3. They did alſo foretel when anothers Fic wasa-comi1g,and 
wolld ſay, Lock to ber! (h2 will have a Fic preſeatly, which fell 
out accordingly,az many can bear wicae(s,that hear 1 and ſaw it, 

4+ That acthe ſam? cim?, when the Accuſed Perſ5n was pre- 
ſenty the Afiited Perſons law her Likene(s ia other places of the 
M-:eting-Haouſe, ſuckling her Familiar, ſometim?s 1n one place 
and poſture, and Emnetim?s in another. 

5. Thar their Motions in their Firs are Preternatural, bath as 
to the manner, which is ſo ſtrange as a well 5+ could noc 
Screw their _ intoz & astoth® violence alſo ic is precerna- 
rural being mach beyond che Ocdinary force of the ſame per- 
ſon whea they are in their rizhe mind. 

6. The eyes of ſome of chem in their firs are excee1ing faſt 
cloſed, andit you ask a queſtion they can give no an{wrr, and 
{ do believe chey cannot hear at that time, yer do they plainel 
converſe with the Appcarances, as if they did diſcourſe wir 
rcal _ PIR a 

7 L hey are utterly preiced againit any perions Praying with 
them, and rold by che appearances, they (hall not go to Prayer, 
ſo Tho, Putmans wite was told, I ſbov'd not Pray ; but the (aid, 7 
ſhauld : and after I had done, reaſoned with the Appearance, Did 
not 7 ſay be ſhould go to Prayer. 

8 The forementioned Mary PV, being a lictle better at caſe, 
the Afifted perſons ſaid, ſb- hal ſigned the Book; and that was 
the reaſon ſhe was better. Told me by Edward Putman. 

Remarks concerning the Accuſed, 

rt For introdutioan to the diſcovery of thoſe that aflited 
them Ic is reported Mr. Parris's ladian Min, and Wo:nan, 
made a Cake of Ry: M !, 414 the Childr:1s water, ba:cd ic 
inthe Ahes, a11 gave ic toa Dog, ftace which they have dif- 
covered, and ſen particular perions hurting of tlicm, 

2 [a Tim: of Examination they ſeemed little atfected, 
thoagh all cc Sp2tators were much grieved to ſee it, 

3. Natural Ations in them produced Preteritural ations in 
the Aflitted, fo that they arc their own {nage without any Pop+ 
pus of Wax or 0.ncrwile, 

4. Thar 
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+ That they are accuſed ro have a Company about 23 or 24 
_ they did Mufer in Armes, as it ſeerned to the Aﬀicted Per- 


5. Since they were confined, the Perſons have not been fo... 
much AMi with their appearing to them, Biteing or Pinch- Z 
ing of them &c. 

6. SUP arc reported by the Aﬀflicted Perſons to keep dayes 
of Faſt and dayes of Thanksgiving, and Sacraments , Satan en- 
deavours to Transforme himſelf ro an Angel of Light, and to 
make his Kingdom and Adminiſtrations to retemble thoſe of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

7- Satan Rages Principally amongſt the Viſible SubjeQts of 
Chriſt's Kingdom and makes uſe (at leaſt in appearance) of 
ſome of them ro AMiR others , that Chriſt's Kingdom may be di- 
vided againſt it ſelf, and ſo be weakened, 

8. Several things uſed in England at Tryal of Witches, zo the 
Number of x4or 15 which are wont to paſs inſtead of, or in 
Concurrence with Yitnejes, at lealt G or 7 of them are found in 
theſe acculſcd : ſee Keebles Statutes. 

9g. Some ofthe moſt ſolid Afited Perſons do affirme the 


ſame things concerning ſeeing the accuſed out of their Fitts as 
well as in them. 

10. The Witches had a Faſt, and told one of the Afiftted 
Girles, ſhe muſt nor Eat, becauſe ic was Faſt Day, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
would : they told her they would Choake her then ; which w 
ſhe did ear, was endcayoured. 


—_— 
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A Further Account of th: Trvais of the New-England Witches, 
lentin a Letter from thence, to a Gentleman 14 London. 


Ere vere in$alem, Fung 10, 155 2,about 40 perſons that were afflited with horrible = 
4 = parry rs the "liked have accuſed $5o or 7c asW irches,for that _ 
they !14+ ral appear ances of them,tho thePerſons are abſeac when they are tor- 
mented hen theſe Witches were Tryed, ſeveral of them confelled a contract with 
the Devi! , by fig1iug his Book, and did expreſs much ſorrow for the ſame, del<ce- 
ing alſo :\:ir Conjederate Witcher, ac (aid the Temprers of them defired 'em to 
fign the D-vils Bazb, who tormented them till chey did ir. There were at ihe 
time of Examinat1un, before many hundreds of Witnefſey, ſtrange - Franks plzy d 5 . 
luch as che cakiogPigs our of the Clothes of the afflicted,and thruſting thers 10ro thew ” 
fleſh, many of which were takenourt again by the Fudges own hands, Thorns alſo in . 
like kind were thruſt 1nco cheir fieſh; rhe acculers were fomerimes ftruch dumb, deaf, 
blind, ad (oaxcrimeslay as if they were dead for a while, and all gs" 


” The Eraminatton of the, 8c 


red by the afflicted juſt before 'rwas done, Of the afflited there were two Girls, 
about 12 of 13 yearref age, Wio (aw all that was done, and were thegefore called 
the Viſionary Girls 3 they would fey, Vow br, or ſhe, or they, are going to bite, or pinch 
the Indian ; and all there preſent in Court ſaw the viſible marks on the Indians arms; 
they would alſo cry out, Now- Irob, heb, they are gring 19 bind ſach an 'mnes Legs , 
and all preſent ſaw the ſame perſon ſpoken of, fall with her Legs twiſted in an 
exr'r manner z Now fay they, we fha!l all fall; and immediately + or 8 


of rhe afflicted fell down, with terrible (bricks and Owt-crys : at the rrime when 
one of the Witches was ſentenc'd, and pinnyon's with a Cord, at the ſame time was the 
afflicted Indian Servant goinghome, {being about 2 or 3 miles out of town, Jand had 
both his Wriſts ac che inſtant bourd about with a \ive Cord, in the ſame 
manner as ſhe was when ſhe was ſentenc'd, but with chat violence, that the 
Cord emred inro his fleth,- not ro be 'unried, nor hardly car Many Mur- 
d:rs arc ſuppos'd ro be in this way commicted ; for theſe Girls, and others of 
the affliQee, (ay, they ſee Coffins, and bties in Shrowd?, rifing ap, and looking 
on the accuied, crying, Vengeance, Vengeance, on the Marderer1—— Many other 
ſtrange things were' cranſaed the Court in che time of their Examina« 
tion; and eſpecially one thing which I had like to have forgor, which is this, 
One of che accus\, whilſt the reſt were under Examina was drawn up by & 
Rope to the Roof of the houſe where he was, - and would have been choak'd in 
all probabili:y, had not rhe Rope been preſently cut 5 the Rope hung ar the Roof 
by ſome invi(ibletye. for there was no hole where it went up; bur afrer it was cut 
the remainder of is was found in the Chamber juſt above, lying by the very 
place where it hung down. ; 

ln Decemigr 1892, the Court ſate again at Salem in New- England, and cleared 
ab>ut 40-perions ſuip:; for Wirches, and Condemned three. The Evidence 
a24inſt rheſe three was the ſame as formerly, ſo che Warrant for their Execution 
was ſent, and the Graves digged for the ſaid three, and for about five more that 
had been Condemned at Salem formerly, but were Repreived by the Governour, 

In the beginning of February 1693. the Court ſate at Charles-Town, where the 
Judze expreſt himſelfro this efteR. 

That who it was that obflrufted the Exccution of Fuffice, of hindred theſe good pro- 
ceedings they had made, he bnew mt, but thereby the Kiygdom of Satan was advanc'a,%c 
and the Lord have mercy on this Country; and fo declined coming any more into 
Court. In his al ſence Mr. D ——- fare 83 Chief Judge 3 ſeveral days, in which 
time 5 or 5 _ clear'd by Proclamation, and almoſt as many by Trial ; fo that all 
are itr 

The moſt remarkable was an Old Woman named Dayton, of whom it was ſaid, 
If any in the World were a Witch, ſhe was one, and had been ſ accounted 30 years. 
I had the Curiokrtyto ſee her tried ; ſhe was a decrepid Woman of about 8o years 
of age, and did nor uſe many words in her own defence. She was accuſed by about 
30 Wirneſſes z but the marrer alledged againſt her was ſuch as needed lirrle apolo- 

, 07 her pare nor one paſſionate word, or immoral ation, or evil, was then ob- 
jeted againſt her for 20 years paſt, only ſtrange accidents falling our, after ſome 
Chriſtian aqmonition = by her, as ſaying, Gad would not proſper them , if they 
wrong'd the Widow, Upon the whole, there was not prov'd againſt ker ay thing 
worthy of Reproof, or juſt admonirior, much leſs ſo heous a £ 

$0 that by the Goodneſr of God we are once more out of preſent danger of this 
Hobgoblin Monſter ; the ſtanding Evidence uſed at Salem were called. but did not ap- 


pear. 
There were others alſo at Charles-rown brought upon theirTr3als,who had formerly 

confes'd rhemfelves ro be Wirches ; but upon their rryals deny'd it, and were all 

clear'd ; So that at preſent there is no further proſecution of any. Caſes 
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Infallible Proofs of Guilt in ſuch as are 
Acculed with that CRIME. 


All Conſidered according to the Scriptures, Hiſtory, 
Experience, and the Judgment of many Learned 
M E N. 


| oy Increaſe Mather, Preſident of Harvard Colledge at Cam- 
| idge,anu Teacher of a Church at Boſton in New England 
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| P R O V. xxil. xxi. 
| =— T bat thou mig hte ft Anſwer the Words of Truth, to them 
| that ſend unto thee. 


Effect Demmet, ut que nn [roi ſic ramen, qualt ſont, conſpiciends homin!. 
bus exb\beant, Latantius Lib.z. Inftir. Cap.15. Diabolus Conſulitur, can Mt. 


| mediis utimur aliquid Cognoſcendi, que a Diabolo ſunt meiredutts. Ame | 


Cz/.Conf. L. 4. Cap. 23. 
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O Odious and Abominable i the Name of a Witch, to the Civilized, 
much more the Religions part of Mankind, that it ts apt to grow up 
into a Scandal for any, /o much as to enter ſome ſober cautions againſt the 
over haſty ſuſpetting ,cr too precipitant Fudging of Perſons on this account. 
But certainly, the more execrable the Crime u, the more critical care us to 
be uſed in the expoſmg of the Names, Liberties, and Lives of Men (ee- 
cially of a Godly Converſation) to the imputation of it. The awful bind 
of God now upon 1s, in letting looſe of evil Angels among tt to peryretate 
[uch horrid Miſchiefs , and ſuffering of Hell's Inſtruments to ds |ach ſear- 
ful things as bave been ſcarce beard of ; bath put ſerions perſons mio deep 
Muſings, and upon curious Enquiries what u to be done for the detetl img 
and defeating of thus ty ous deſign of the grand Adverſary : find, 
tho' all that fear God are agreed, That no evil is to be done, that good 
may come of it; yet hath the Devil obtained not a little of ba deſign, 
in the diviſions of Reuben, about the application of tha Rute, 
That there are Devils and Witches, the Scripture aſſerts, and experience 
confirms, That they are common enemies of Mankind, and ſet miſe _ 
chief, u not to be ed : That the Devil can(by Divine Permiſſun) and ' | 
often doth wvex men in Body and Eſtate, without the Inſtrumentality of ' 
Witches, xs undeniable : That be often hath, and delights to have the con,- 
cxrrence of Witches, end their conſent in harming men, « con/onant to his 
native Malice to Min, and too lamentably exemplified : That Witches, 
when detef{:d and corn inced, ought to be exterminated and cut off, we 
have God's warrant jr, Exod. 22. 18. Only the ſame God who hath ſaid, 
thou ſhalt not ſiffer a Witch to live ; hath alſo ſaid, at che Mouth 
ot ewo Wi:nefſ-s,or -.:ree Witneſſes hall he that is worthy of Death, 
be pu: to Death : But at the Mouth of one Witnefs, heſhall not be 
pur co Death, Deut. 17. 6. Much deb. fe is made about what is /uff- 
cient Convittion, and /cme bave (in their eal) ſuppoſed that a leff clear 
evidence vujpi.t to paſs im this than in other Cu(es ſuppoſing that elſe it will 
be bard(if poſſible ) ro bring [uch to condign Puniſhment ,by reaſen of the cloſe 
conveyances that there are between the Devil and Witches; but this u a £ 
very dangeroms and unjuſt ifizble tenet. Men ſerve God in dog their Duty, 
be never intended that ali per/ons guilty of Capital Crimes ſhould be diſco- 
; wered and puniſhed by men in thus Life, though they be never ſo curious in 
' ſearching after Iniquity. It is therefore exceeding neceſſary that m ſuch a day 
as thu, men be informed what x Evidence and what « not. It concerns 
men in point of Charity ; for tho' the moit ſhining Profeſſor may be ſecretly 
a mot abomimable Sinner, yet till be be detetied, our Charity is bound to | 
Fudge according to what appears: and notwithſtanding that a clear evi- - 
dence muſt determine a caſe ; jet preſuraptions muſt be weighed againſt pre- 
a 2 ſumptions, 


To the READER. | 


Sumptions, and Charity i not to be forgone as long as it has the moſt - | 
fer on it's fide. And it us of no ef necefſe in point of Fuſtice ; —_ | 
not only Teſtimonies required by God, which are tobe credited according to | 
the Rules given in bu Word referring to witneſſes: But there u alſo an E- 
widence ſuppoſed to be in the Teſtimony, which is througbly to be weighed, 
and if it do not infallibly prove the Crime againſt the perſon accuſed, it oug bt | 
not to determine him guilty of it 3 for ſo a righteous Man may be Condem- 
ned unjuſtly. In the caſe of Witchcrafts we know that the Devil « the 
immediate Agent in the _— done, the conſent or compatt of the Witch 
1 the thing to be Demonſtrated. 

Among many Arguments to evince thu, that which « moſt under pre- 
ſent debate, us that which refers to ſomething wvulgarly called Spedtre E- 
vidence, and @ certain ſort of Ordeal or trial by the ſizht and touch. The 
principal Plea to juſtifie the convidtiue Evidence m theſe, u fetcht from the 
Conſideration of the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of God in Governing the * 
World, which they ſuppoſe would fail, if ſuch things were permitted to bef al 
an mnocent perſon : bus it 1s certain, that tooreſolute concluſions drawn from 
hen:e,are bold uſurpations upon ſpotleſs Sovereignty: and tho' ſome thing if 
ſuffered to be common,would ſubvert thus Government and diband yearuine 
Humane Society; yet God doth ſometimes ſuffer ſuch things to evene, that 
we may thereby know how much we are bebolden to him, for that reſtraint 
which he lays upon the Infernal Spirits, who wouldelſe reduce a World into 
a Chaos. That the Reſolutions of ſuck Caſes as theſe 11 proper for the Seryants | 
of Chriſt in the Miniftry cannot be denied; the ſeaſonableneſ; of doing it 
now, will be juſt ified by the Conſideration of the neceſſity there is at this 
time of a rigbt Information of mens Fudgments about theſe things, and 
the danger of their being miſinformed. ' 

The Reverend, Learned, and 7 udicions Author of the enſuing Caſes, is | 
too well known to need our Commendation: All that we are concerned in, 
is to alſert our hearty Conſent to, and Concurrence with the ſub- 
{tance of what is contained in thz following Diſcourſe : And, with 
our hearty Requeſt to God, that be would diſcover the depths of this Helliſh 
Deſign ; dire} in the whole management of this Affair ; o-_ the ta- 
king any wr 11 in this dark way; and that be would in particular 

4 


Bleſs theſe fairbful Endeavours of bis Servant to that end, we Commend 

it and you to bis Divine Benedittin. 

william Hubbard. Samuel Whiring Sex. Samuel Angier. 

Samuel Phillips. Samuel Willard. oho Wiſe. | 
Charles Mortoa. ohn Bally. ofeph Capen. 

James Allen, abez Fox, chemiah Walter, 


Michae! Wiggleſworth. Joſeph Gerrifh. 
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| CASESof CONSCIENCE W 


| CONCERNING 


Witchcrafts. 


H E Firſt Caſe that I am deſired to expreſs my Judgment 
in, is this, Whether it « not Poſſible for the Devil to impoſe 
on the imaginations of Perſons Bewitched, and tc cauſe them 
to Believe that an Innocent , yea that a Pious perſon does tor- 
ment them, when the Devil bimſelf 4 it 3 or whether Satan may not 
appear in the Shape of an Innocent and Piows, as well as of a No- 
cons an Wicked Perſon, to Affii& ſuch as ſuffer by Diabolical Moleſt ati- 
ons * 
The Anſwer to the Queſtion muſt be Affirmative ; Let the 
—_— Arguments be Guely weighed in the Ballance of the 
ncuary. 
Argu. 1. There areſeveral Scriptures from which we may infer 
| the N—_ of what is Aﬀecmed. 
1. We find that. the Dewi by the Inſt ization of the Witch at Endoy 
appeared inthe Likeneſs of the Prophet Samuel. lamnot ignorant nat 
ome have aſſerted that, which, it ic were proved, would eveit (+) « * 
this Argument, wiz. that it was the true and not a delulive Samn- 2%; 
« which the Witch broughe to converle with Sau/. Or this Opi- a 
nion are ſome cf the Jewiſh Rabbies (a) and ſome Criſtian Do- 
Rors (5) and many late Popilh Authors (c) arnongit whom Cer- 7 
nel. a Lapide is mit elabacace. Bur that it was a Demon repreicn- 
ting Samuel nas been cvinced by learned and Orthodox Wrirets ; | 
eſpecially (e) Peter Martzr, (f) Balduimes (+) Lavater, and our in- 1 
comparable Fobn Riinolde. 1 ftallaor kere intilt on the cleaving of 
that , eſpecially contidering , that eliewhere 1 nave Jone it ; vin | 
ly let me add, that the Witch laid ro Saul, 1 ee Elobimn, i. ec. 4 * 
God; (lor the whole Context ſho#rs, that a lingle Perion is inten: ; 
ded) Aſcending out of the Earth. 1 Sam. 28. 13+ "The Devil would 
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be Worſhipped as a God, and Saw! now , that he was become a 
Necrmmancer, muſt bow himſelf to him. Moreover, had it been 
the true Samuel from Heaven reprzhending Sarl, there 1s great Rea- 
ſon to believe, that he would not only have reproved him for his 
ſin, innot execating Judgment on the Amalekires ; as in Ver. 18. 
But for his Wickednefs in conſulting with Familian, Spirits : For 
which Sin it was in ſpecial that he died, 2 Chron. p" 13. But in 
as much as there is not one word to teſtify againſt that Abomina- 
on, we may conclude that it was not real Samug that appeared 
to Sau!/: and if it were the Devil in his liken#ls, : the Argument 
ſeems very ſtrong, that it the Devil ney Dogpet in the {rm of a 
Saint in Glory, much more'tis ir poſtihſe for him to put on the 
likeneſs of the moſt Pious and Innocent Saint on Earth. There are, 
who acknowledge that a Demon may appear in the ſhape of a 
Godly Perlon, But not as doing Evil. Whereas the Devil in Samu- 
e's likeneſs cold a pernicious Lye, when he faid, Thou baſt diſquie- 
ted me, It was not in the Power of Saul, nor of all che LUcvils in 
Hell, to diſquiet a Soul in Heaven, where Samuel had been for 
Two years before this ___ jon. Nor did the Spe&re ſpeak true, 
when he ſaid, Thou and thy S all be with me: Thio' Saul him- 
ſelf at his Death went to be with the Devil, his Son Jonathan did 
not ſo. Beſides, (which ſuits wth the matcer in hand) the Devil 
in Samuels ſhape confirmed Necromancy and Curſed Witchery, He 
that can in the likeneſs of Saints encourage Witches to Familiari- 
ty with Hell, may poſlibly in the likeneſs of a Saint afflit a Be- 
witched Perſon. But this we ſee from Scripture, Satan may be 
permitted to do, 

And whereas it is objected, that the Devil may appear indeed 
in the form of Dead Perſons, but chat he cannot repreſent ſuch as 
are living ; The contrary is manifeſt. No Queſtion had Saul ſaid to 
the Witch, bring me David who was then living, ſhe could as 
eaſily have ſhown living David as dead Samuel, as eaſily as that 
great Conjurer, of whom * /ierms ſpeaks, brought the appearance 
of Hefor and Achilles, and after that of David betore the Emperour 
' Maximilian, 

And that evil Angelsbave ſometimes appeared in the likeneſs of 
living abſent perſons, is x thing abundantly confirmed by Hiſtory. 

f Auſtin tells us of one that went for reſolution in ſome intri- 
cate Queſtions tro a Philolopter, ot whem he could get no An- 
{wer ; but in the Night the Phijlolopher- comes co him, and re- 


ſolves all his Doubts. Not long atter, he demanded the reaſon 
why 


N : * 


concerning Witchcrafts. 
why he could not anſwer him in the Day as well as ia:l:e Night; 
The Philoſopher profeſſed he was not with him in the Night, only 
acknowledged. that he dreamed of his having ſuch oonverlation 
of his Friend, but he was all the time at home, and aſleep. Pau- 
lus and Palladins did both of them profeſs to Auſtin, that one in his —_— 
ſhape, had divers times, and in divers places : | to them }: 5, mms 
Thyrew mentions ſeveral Apparitions of abſent living perſons , Lb.2. Cap 7, 
which happened in his time, and which he had the certain know- A 
ledge of, A Man that is in one place cannot (Autoproſopos) at the . 
ſame time bein another. It remains then that ſuch Spettres are Pro- 
yon and Supernatural, and not without Diabolical Operation. 
t 
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been Controverted among Learned Men, whether innocence 
Perſons may not by the malice and deluding Power of the Devil = 
be repreſented as preſent amongſt Witches at cheir dark Al- % 
ſemblies. The mentioned Thyrew ſays, that the Devil may, , 
and often does repreſent the forms of Innocent Perſons out of A 
thoſe Conventions, and that there is no Queſtion to be made of U 


it, but as to his natural Power and Art he is able to make their 
ſhapes appear amongſt his own Servants, but he ſuppoſeth the Pro- c 
vidence of God will not fuffer ſuch an Injury to be done to an In- . 
nocent Perſon. With him (b) Delrio, and Spinens concur. Bur ,, .... 
Cumanus in his Lucerna Inquiſitorum (a Book which I have not yet yo». 


ſeen) defends the Afi mative in this Queſtion. Bins Fieldius in © C 
his Treatiſe, concerning the Confeſſion of Witches, inclines to þ> 
the Negative, only (c) he acknowledges Dei extraordinaria Per- (7) D+ cons | _ 
miſſione poſſe Innocentes ſic repreſentari. And he that ſhall aſſert, that '/-/v_ wr” 
Great and Holy God never did nor ever will permit the Devil thus *** © ' i 
far to abuſe an Innocent Perſon, affirms more than he is able to do? 
prove. The ſtory of Germans: his diſcovering a Diabolical illuſion of a 
this nature, concerning a great number of Perſons that ſeemed to be by 


at a Feaſt when they were really at home and aſleep, is mentioned 
by many Authors, Bui the particulars inſiſted on, do ſufficiently 
evince the Truth of what we aflert, viz. That the Devil may by- A 
Divine Permiflion appear in tke ſhape of Innocent and Pious Per- 'i8 
ſons. Nevertheleſs, It is evident trom another Scripture, wis. 
that in 2 Cer. 11. 14. For Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel if 
Light. He ſeems to be what he is nor, and makes others ſeem to be 
what they they are not. He repreſents evil men as good. and 
good men as evil. The Angels of Heaven ( who are the Angels 
ot Light) love Truth and Rightcouſneſs, the Devil will ſeem to 
doo to; ard does therefore ſometimes lay betore men excellent 

good 
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good Principles and exhort them (as he did Theodore Maillit) to 

practiſe many things, which by the Law of Righteouſneſs the 
are obliged unto, and hereby he dogs more effectually deceive, I 
it not ſtrange, that he has ſometimes Intimated to his moſt deyo- 
ted ſervants, that If they would haye familiar Converſation with 
\ Pufns MM they muſt be careful to keep thom'elves from enormous Sins, 
na ngrs (nd oy conſtantly for Divine Protection ? Dur (6 has he tranf- 
ſie WALL tormed himfelt Into an Angel of Light, as (4) Hafardwr ſheweth, 
£44. £4, o, He has frequently appeared to Men pretending to bea good Ange) 
Cap. 19, (9 to Anatolint of ofd 3 and the lato inſtances of (b) Dr. D# and 
fonbrs oe Kellet ate famouſly known. How many deluded —_—_ both 
ts ih former and latter times have been impofe1 on by Satans ap- 
pearing viſibly to them | p— to be a ngel. And 
moreover, he may be {4ld to transform himlalf into an Angel of 
Light, becaulg, of his appearing in the Form of Holy Mm, who 
are the Children of Light, yea in the ſhape and habit of Eminent 
Miniſters of God, So did he appear to Mr. Earl of Colebefter in 
the likeneſs of Mr. Liddal an Holy Man of God, and to the Tiwr- 
kiſh Chaous Baptized at London, Anno 1558. pretending to be Mr. 
Dury an Excellent Miniſter of Chriſt. And how otren has he 
preteniled to be the Apoſtle Pas! or Peter or ſome other celebra- 
red Saint? LEecleſialtical Hiſtories abound with Inſtances of this 
() #4141 Nature. Yea, ſometimes he has transfigured himſelf into the 
frverm 1» vi Form of Chriſt, It is reported chat he - to (ec) St, Martin 
(1) nw Gloriouſly arrayed, as if he had been Chrift, So likewiſe to (4) 
pontond is Seeundellre, and to another Saint, who ſuſpeting it was Satan, 
WO FOE rransforming himſelf into an Angel of Light had this exprellion, 
I may foe Chriſt in Heawen it 14 enough, 1 deſive wot to ſee bim in this 
: World; whereupon the Spetfre vaniſhed, It has been related of 
* Luther, that atter he had been Faſting and Praying in his Study, 
the Devil come pretending to be Chriſt, but Luther ſaying, away 
thou confounded Devil, I acknowledge no Chriſt but what is in my 
Bible, nothing more was ſeen. Thus then the Devil is able (by 
Divine Pernutſion) to Change himlelf into what torm or tigure 

þe plealeih, 


Omnia tranſormat ſeſe in miracula rerum. 


A ThirScripture to our purpoſe 15 that, in Rev. 12. 10. where 
che Devil is callel the Aceu'rr of rhe Brethrom, Such 18 the malice 
and impucence of the Devil, as thac hs dozs accule good Men, 

and 


"As 


Concerning Witchcrafts, 5 .k 


and that before God, and that not only of ſuch Faults as they 
really are guiley of, he accuſed Joſhua with his filthy Garments 
when through his Indulgence ſome of his Family ha tranlgreſled 4 
by unlawtul Marriages, Zach. 3. 24. with Exzre 10, 18, but allo with Q 
ſuch Crimes, as they are altogether tree from, He repreſented the 

Primidve Chriſtians as the vilell of men, and as if at their Moet- 

ings they did commit the molt netandous Villanies that ever were | 
known 4 and that not only Innocent, but Eminently Pious Perſons R 
ſhould thro! the Malice of the Devil be accuſed! with the Crime af ; 
Witcheratt, ls no new thing Such an Affliciion did the Lord (oe | 
meet to exerciſe the great Athanaſimr with (r) only the Divine Pro- &) Mg H þ 
vidence did wonderfully vindicate him from that as well as from +4, p. 145 
ſome other foul Aſperſions. The Walden/e; (altho' the Sei iptures 

call ther Saints, Rev. ny 7.) have been trailuccd by Satan and by 

the World as horrible Witches; ſo have others in other places,only : 
becaule they have done extraoruinary things by their Prayers: It a 
is by many Authors related, that a City in France was moletted 

with a lical Spefre, which the People were wont to call 

Hugos ; near that place anumber of Proteſtants were won: t meet 
to ſerve God, whence the Profeflors of the true reformed Religi- " 
on were nic-named Hugonots, by the Papiſts, who deſigned to 6 
render them beforethe World, as the Servants and Worſhippers of "1 
that Demon, that went under the name of Hugor, And how ot- by 
ten have I read in Books written by Jeſuits, that Luther was a Wi- . 
zard, and that he did himſelf conte(s that he had familiarity with 
Satan | Moſt iImpudent Untruths ! nor are theſe things to be won» 
dered at, ſince the oy Son of God himſelf was reputed a May | 
clan, and one that had Famillarity with the greateſt of Devils, The L A 
Blaſpieming Phariſers ſaid, be caſts out the Devils thro' the Prince of © 
Devil, Matth. y. 344 There is then not the beſt Saint on Earth Oo 
(Man or Woman) that can aſſure themſelves that the Devil ſhall 
not caſt ſuch an Iinputation upon them, It « enough for the Diſciple I 
that be be as bis Maſter, and the Servant as bis Lord: If they bave - 


-—— —_ 
=y 


called the Maſter of the _ Reelzebub, bow much more them of bit 
Houſhold, Matth. 10. 25. It is not for men to determine how tar 
the holy God may permit'the wicked one to proceed in his Accu- 
ſations. The lacred ſtory of Job giveth us to underſtand, that che 
Lord whoſe ways art palt finding out, does for wiſe and holy Ends 2 
ſuffer Satan by immediate Operation,(and conſequently by Witch- . 
craft) greatly to affli&t innocent Perſons, as in their Bodies and E- | 
ſtates, lo in their Reputations. I ſhall mention _ one Scripture 


more 


—_— .a—_— —— —Q © ©. — — _ 


Caſes of Conſcience - 4 


more to confirm the Truth lo hand: It ls that in Keele 9+ 2, q- 
whero It Is fald, A} rhings comm alike to all, there bs one event to the 
Righteon and tothe Wicked, #t is the Good, ſo is the Sinner, thi: 64 
an evil among all thing: wider the Sun that there ts one Kent bappeneth 
to all, And In Keele. 7. 15. "Is fald, Thos 41 4 ſufl man thaiptrifh+ 
#h in bis Riphtronſnels 

From henes we Infor, that there Is nooutward Affiiation what» 
rover but may befal a good Man 4 now to be repreſented by Satan 
as a Tormontor of Nowitehed or odlultod Perſons, 14 a fore AMI 
ion to 4 good Man, To be tormented by Satan bs 4 fore AMI: 
frion, yer nothing but what belel 7&b, and 4 Daughter of Aire: 
bam, whom we 164d of in the Golþel 1 To be reprefented by 54: 
VAly 4 ormanting allies, bs an Affliction like the forme the 
Lord may Wing leh exiranidinaty Temptations on hls own ©hil- 
dren, to affiat and humble them, for fone Sin they have been 
guilty of before him A moſt wicked Perſon ln St. tver,yot a Kite, 
and went with it to a Miniſters Hole, Weſigning to ſtab hin, but 
was Ii [appointed $ afterwards Conteience being awakened, the 
Devil appears to this Perſon in the Shape of that Miniſter, with 4 
Knife in his hand exhorting to Self murder : Was not here a Pu- 
nillyment (ultable to the Sin whichthat Perſon had been guilty of ? 
Perhaps ſome of thole whom Satan has repreſented as commlttin 


Witehcralts, have been tampering With (omy fooliſh and wicke 
Sorceries, tho! not to that degree 


| which is Criminal and Capital 
by the Laws both of God an Mon | for this Satan may be per- 


mitted (6 to ſeourge them 4 of It may be, they have milreprofented 
ani abuſed others, for which cauſe « holy God may jultly give 
Satan leave falſely to reprefunt them, 

Have we not known (ſome that have bitterly cenſured all that 
have heen complained of by bewltched Perſons, faying It was 
impoſſible ow not be guilty 4 (60h upon which themſelves 
of forme near Relations of theirs, have been to the laſting Inta- 
my of their Families , been accuſed aſter the ſame manner, 
and Perfonated by the Devil | Such tremendous Rebukes on a tew, 


ſhould make all men to he careful how they joyn with Satan in 
Condemning the Innocent. 


Arg. 2. Beeauſe it uw puſſble for the Devil in the Shape of an inne- 
cent Perſon to do other miſebiefs, As for thoſe who acknowledge that 
Satan =_ perſonate a plous Perſun, but not to do milchiel, their 


Opinion has been conluted by more than a few unhappy Inſtances 
Mr. Clark 


Concerning Weteheraſlts, 7 


Mr, Clark («) (peaks of « Man that had boen an Athelſt, of a Gals (7) anete 
duce, not believing that thure arg any Devils of any (to vs) Invili- 
World | 


lo this Man Was convgroctl,. but as a Puntidhmnent of his , 
Infidelity, ovil angen (id often appear to him in the Shape of his , 
moſt Inimato I'riends, and would {ometimes ſarluce him Into < 
qroat Inconveniences. It has been elſywhere, and but now noted, 2 
that a Damon [11 the ſhips of excellent Mr, Dwry appeared to the 

Turkiſh Chang, Awno, 1658, to dillwade him from proſecuting hls _ Þ 
deſirey of Wapriſiy Into the Name of Chriſt ; Allo to Mr, Earls bn | 
the eye his Friends, © diſcourage him from dolng things >. 

lawſul and good, A multitude of Jew wore ones deluded by 4 0 
Perſon protending t@ be Mer From Heaven, and that If they 

ey follow him they ſhouRl pak (ate through the hea (44 1d | 
thelr Paihers of old through the Red 584) whereby great numbers 

of ther were deceived and perithed in the Waters. (w) Learn (# beoh4 


" *; þ 


ed and judicious Men have concluded that this Muſes Creenſts was 74h | 
a Damn, tranmiorming himelt Into Moſer t And that the Devil e 
las frequently appeared (x) in the ſhape of fartous Parfors to ro) 14 | 
the end that he might ſeluce Men into Idolatry, a Sin equal to 1,00" 
that of Witcherait) no Man that has made i his Concern to en- bs. Cip-44, 
quire into things of this nature can be ignorant, Many Ex- 
amples of this kind are collected by Mr, Browball In his Treatiſe of 
Spoiler, and the ennning Devil, to frengtben Men in their worſhipping 
f Saint; departed ; And by Mr. Bovet In hls Pardemoninm, It is 
credibly reported that the Devil in the likene(s of a Falthful Minis 
iter (as St, Iver before montiongd, near Heſton in Lincolnſhire) cams 
ty one that was In trouble of Mind, telling her the longer (hs 11+ 
ved, the worls It would bg for ll and therefore adviſing her to 
Self murder 1 An eminent Perfon THITE Hiving had the account of 


this Matter lrom Mr. Corron (the fainous Teacher of both Baſtonr.) A 
He was well acquainted with that Miniſter, who related to him q 
the whole Story, with all the Clreumſtances of it : Vor MriGaton was b- 
{6 affected with the Report, as to take a Journey on purpole to þ 
the Town where this happened, that (6 he might obtain a (atil- : 


factory account about it, which he did. Some Authors lay, that 
a Demon appeared in the lurm of Syſvanus (Hiwrow's Viiend) at- 
tempting a diſhoneſt thing, the Devil thereby defigning to blaſt 
the Reputation of a famous Biſhop, I have in another ok 
mentioned that celebrated lnflance concerning an honeſt Citizen 
In Zarick (the Metropolis of Helvetr1) in whole ſhape the Devil - x 
peared, commicting an —_— Fack (not tit to be named) 

p very 
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ory early in the Morning, ſeen by the Prefect of the Coy and 
his Servant 4 they were amazed to behold a Man of good Eſteem 
for his Converſation, perpetrating « thing (6 vile and aborminable | 
but going from the Spettre In the Field, to the Cirizen's Houſe in 
the Town, they found him at home, and In hls Bed, nor had 
ho been abroad that morn, when convinced them, that what 
they ſaw was an Illuſion of the Devil; This 1'4NTage Is mentioned 
as a thing known and anon by Lawater \n his Treatiſe of Speddres, 
LEM QA was a moſt learned and judiglans Preacher In that City, 
14 Our Fwd (alth of him, that he muſt Ingeniovſly conteſt, that he 
never underſtood Solomons Proverks, winill Lovare expounded 
them 1 him + That Book of his Ds Spettys hack been publiſhed 
Ot IE. 
(4) Rpt, j t, profefting tht he had read it 
or Ft both with - *f Profir, Sin 4) takes notes of that 
put. & 4: paſſage which we Have quoted out of Levere 45 4 thing meme 
Ma By table, 


Sore Popiſh Authors argue, That that Devil cannot perſonats 
ati Innocent Mart 4 doing aft act of Wiicheralt, becauſe then he 
might as well repreſent then as committing Theft, Murder, &e, 
And if (6, there would be no Viving in the World : But I turn the 
Argument againſt them, he may (as the mentioned Inſtances prove) 
perlonate honeſt Men as doing other Evils 4 and no (olld Reaſon 
van he given why he may not as well perfonate them under the 
Notion of Wit as under the Notion of Thieves, Murders, - 
and Idolaters: As for the On, that then there would be 
no living in the World, ws ſhall gonſder it under the next Ar- 
"LINIP 


Ag | If NHH4H Ay wAt FOPreſent ans (hat & wot 4 Conmmant tvs 
vw of 9u, & Aflitting a1 bat ave bewitebrd wv paſſulſed, then if 
#/ 0044 breat's be Wants HAR, &f Powe? td ds thu, #f brecnle God wil 
Ws Pere bis Hot ts ds. No Man but a Baddiies doubrs of the 
1 will of Devils 4 nothing is mote pleaſing t© the Mallee of thoſe 
wiek&d Splits thay th (es hnoogney wronged | And the Power 
of the Fnemy 14 fych, as that having ones obtained a Diving 
Cone (lun ts vic ble Art, be ean do this and much more than 
(4) 14 44, WIS amounts unto; We know by Seripture-Revelation, that the 
e's My Sorcorers of Rgypt cauſed many untrue and delilive t) Repre- 
Wilehwraf, [untations before Pha ach and his Servants, ved, 7. than & H, 
Pn 194. 9. And woread of the working of batan In all Power and bignv 


and 


_—— (GEE EA HAS Et HA 4 E__—_—_ ET 


Concerning Witcheratts, 9 


and Ying Wonders, 2 Thef. 2. 9, His Heart is beyond what the , 
wiſelt of Mon may pretend unto: He has perfect till In Opticks, : 
and can therefore cauſe that viſſhlo to ons, which 1s not (6 hl 
to another, and things alſo to aphear far otherwiſe then they aro ! 4 
Ho has likewiſe the Art of Limning In the Perfection of It, and 

knows what nay be done by Colours, It Is an odd paſſage (63) & 444 » 


which | find In the 444 Kradnorem, printed at Lyipheb, that about 41m, 1644 
Thiny two Yoa's ago an Indigent hant In Prawns was in 044 (11 
ryaed by a Dawn, that with Water of Horax he might golour 
Taffivigs, fo as 19 cauld them 9 gliſter and look very gay ; He 
earuhuth no the Nature, Cauſes, ny Nene things, Where- 
y he is able to produce wonderful effects; $9 that it lg docs 10k 
mm the alape of an Innocent Perſon as affliating others, It 1s not 
warlf of either will or power. They that affirm, that God ne- 
Ver id, not ever will pond him this t6 d6, alledge that It 14 (n+ 
Goniſtant with the Kighteoultiels and Providence of God, in 
overning Humane Alairs thus to ſuſſer Men to be Impoſed on t 
t muſt be acknowledged (e) that the Divine «gag has tas (+) th Mes 
ken care, that the greateſt part of Mankind hall not be left 0230 
unavoidable Deception, fo 4s to be always abuſer! by the mileWie- Coatiderati- 
vous Agents of Hell, In the Objedts of plain Sencet But yet it% 
iy not for (inful and filly Mortals to preferibe Rules to the moſt 
High in his Government of the World, of to (lire him how far 
ho may permit Satan to uſe hls power / 1 am apt to think that 
there aie ſome amongſt us, who If they had Ned In Fob's Jays, 
and foen the Dovil rormenting of him, and beard him gamplain- 
Ing 6) being (vared with Dreams, and terrified with Night viſions, 
they would have joined with his wachariiable Prignus in gentyl ing 
him a4 4 molt guilty Perfon + Nas we thovidd gontider, that the | 
molt high God doth fanerimes deal with Men In 4 way of av 
lolyte NOYereignty, pe Tnrmning ths thing Whie) 1s appolater nm 
them, and ney leh things 4rs with him + If hs dogs veneoy 
tlie profett with (he Withed, and Lings if he try al of the inueret, ( Joh 
; #4; 41) Wii (hall enter into his Cotmells | who 144 giver 
WHT 4 Charge over the Earth | of who has Hifpolet the whole 
World | Men are not able ts give af aceviint of His or4Hinary 
Works, much lefs of Nils feeret Connels, and the d4tk Diſpenty- 
tlons of his Providence | They do but darken Conunfel by Words 
without Knowledge when they undertake it: If wo are mit able 
to (vo how this of that can (land with the Righteoulieh of him that 
governs the World, ſhall wo fay that the Almighty will poroget 
wig 
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Judgiont } of that he that governs the Vardi haterh Right ? Shall 
We condemn Wm that ts moſt juſt f Nite wherens tis objected 
where Is Vriovidencs f And how (hall Men live on the Larth, it 
the Devil may by permitted to wie fuel Power ? T demand, Where 
Wat Providence, when Satan had Power to-eauls Soi of Hltal 
to Ive and (wear away the Like of Infogent Nebath, laying luch 
Crigins to his charge as the was never guilty of ? And what an 
Hou of, Darknels was It ? How far was the Power of Hull per- 
mitted (4 prevail, when Chiilt the Son of God was accuſed, con 
Jemned, and hanged for a Crime that he never Was guilty of ? 
That was the ſtrangeſt Providence that has happened (Ince the 
World began, and yet In the Iſſye the moſt glorious t Wo mult 
thurotorg diltingulſh betwoon what doo ordinarily come to paſs 
by the Providence of God, and things which aro extraordinary : 
{t Is not an uſual thing for a Neboth to have his Life taken from 
him by alle Accuſations, of for att Aibanaſir of a Snlwwma to be 
charged, and perhaps brought before Courts of Judicature tar 
Crimes of which they were altogether innocent, 

Bat if we therefore conclude, that ſuch a thing as this can ne-* 
ver happen in the World, we (hall offend againſt the Generation 
of the Juſt: It is not ordinary tor Devils to be permitted to reveal 
the ſecret Sins of Men ; yet this has been done more than once or 
ewice: Nor is it ordinary for Demons to ſteal Money out of Mens 
Pockets, and*© Purſes, or Wine and Cyder out of their Cellars 
Yer ſome ſuch Inſtances have there been amongſt our ſzlves. It 
is not uſual for Providence to permit the Devil to come trom Hell 
and to throw Fire on the tops of Houles, and to cauſe a whole 
Town to be burnt to Aſhes thereby ; there would (it muſt be con+ 
taſſed) bz no living in the World, it evil Angels ſhould be permit- 
ted to do thus — had a mind to it ; nevertheleſs, Authors | 


(4) I» fu. worthy of Credie, tell us, that this has ſometimes happened, (4) 
won tiv. Both Eraſmus and Cardanus write that the Town of Sebiltach in 
Germany, was in the Month of April, 1533. let on fire by a Devil, 
and burnt to the ground in an Hour's ſpace : "Tis allo reported by 
Sipibert, Aventinus and others, that ſomg Cottages and Barns in Þ} 
a Town called Bingur were fired by a wicked Genius; that [pite- 
tal Demon (aid it was for the Impieties of ſuch a Man whom he 
named, that he was ſent to molelt chem; The poor Man to fatif- 
tie his Neighbours, who were ready to Stone him, carried an hot 
Iron in his Hand, but receiving no hure thereby, he was judged 


to be innocent. It is not ordinary for a Devil upan the dying | 
Curſe 


concerning Witchcraft, i b- 


| Curſo of a Servant, to have a Commiſſion from Heaven to tear 

and torment a bloody ervel Maſter yer (heh a thing may poſlibly | 
come t6 pals, There bs 4 Fearfiil Beney ©& this purpole, In the avs . » 
count of the Hwrwmerrs of Amirich, (0 wherein Wy Avthor te: (18 749% | 


lates that 4 Servant, Who Was Spire of Kidwapt (as they call bt) | i 
Into Amerie, Falling Into the Hands of 4 Tyraninical Maſter, he ' 
ral away from him, but being taken and brought back, the hard: 

hearted Tyrant laſhed him on his naked Back, wntll his Nody ran p 


In an entire ſtream of Blood 1 to make the Torment of this ml- 
lovable Crogture intolerable, he anointed his Wounds With Jules: 
of 1, mon Nn Id with Salt and Pepper, being ground (inall to-1, : ; 
gotlior, with which torture the ml arable Wrotch gave up the | 

jhoft, with theſs dying Words, 1 beſceeb the Almighty God, Crear 
tor of Heaven and Rath, that be permit @ wicked Spirit, to make thee 
feel #4 many Torment: before thy Death, #4 thou Fl vanſed wo to fool 


before mine ! Searco four days were paſt after this horrible Fact, Fg o 
when tho IN Judge (gave ermillion to the Father of 
Wickednels to pollels the Body of that cruel Maſter, and to make , 
him lacerate his own Fleſh until he died, - belike furrend:ing his 
Ghoſt into the Hands of the infernal Spirit; who had tormented | 
his Body : But of this Tragical Story enough. 


To proceed, Is it not uſual for Perſons atter their Death to ap» 
pear unto the Living : But it does not therefore follow, that the 
great God will not ſuffer this to be : For both in former and lat- 
ter Ages, Examples thereot have not been wanting : No longer 
ſince than the laſt Winter, there was much diſcourſe in London 
concerning a Gentlewoman, unto whom her dead Son (and ano- 
ther whom ſhe knew not) had J qo Being then in London, 
I was willing to ſatisfie my ſelf, by enquiring into the "Truth of 
what was reported z and on Feby, 23, 1691, my Brother (who 
is now a Paſtor to a Congregation in that City) and 1 dilcourſed x I 
the Gentlewoman ſpoken of ; ſhe told us, x (4 a Son of hers, 6 
who had been a very civil young Man, but more airy in his Tem- > 
per than was pleaſing to his ſerious Mother, being dead, ſhe was *A 
much concerned in her Thoughts about his Condition in the other : 
World ; bur a Fortnight atter his Death he appeared to her, lay- 
ing, Mother you are ſoliciious about my Spiritual Welfare z trouble 
your ſelf no more, for I am happy, and (© vaniſhed; ſhould there be 
a continual Intercourſe between the Viſible and Inviſible World, 
ic would breed Confuſion. But from thence to infer, that the 
great Ruler of the Univer will never permit any thing of this 

nature 


' 
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nature to be, is an inconſequent C-nelufion 3 ir is not uſual for 
| Devils to be permitted to come and violently carry away perſons 
| through the Air, ſeveral miles from their Habitations: Neverche- 
> | | ; leſs, this was done in Sweedland about twenty Years ago, by means 
« of a curled Knotof Witches there. And a learned Phyſician now 
| living, giveth an account of ſeveral Children, who by Diabolical 
Frauds were ſtollen from their Parents,and others leftin their room : 
And of two, that in the night-time a Line was by inviſible Hands 
1 put about their Necks, wich which they had been ſtrangled, bur 
by that ſome near them happily prevented it. Y. Germ. Epbems. Ann» 
< '$ 1689. pag. 51. 516. 
_ Let me further add bere ; Ir has very ſeldom been known, that 
Dy Satan has Perlonated innocene Men _—— ill ching, but Provi- 
<« i dence has found out ſome way tor their Vindication; either they 
<< BY have been able to prove that they were in another plac? 
by when that Fac was done, or the like. So that perhaps there ne- 
DP: ver w$ an Inſtance of any innocent Perſon Condemned in any 
:«- BUY Court of Judicature on Earth, only chrough Satans deludin 
© F and impoſing on the Imaginations of Mzn, when nevenheleſt 
= | _-_ Wieneſſes, Juries, and Judges, were all co be excuſed from 
ame. 


Arg 4. It i certain both from Scriptare and Hiſtory, that Magici- 
ans by their Inchantments and Helliſh Conjurations, may cauſe « falſe Re- 


< i preſentation of Perſons and Things, An inchanted eye ſhall ſee ſuch 
oY | | chings as others cannot diſcern ; it is a thing too well known to 
by be denied”, that ſome by rubbing cheir eyes with a bewitched Wa- 
wy '( rer, have immediately thereupon [een that which others could not 
© diſcern; and there are Perſons in the World, who have a ſtrange 
<| Lib o ute fight. Mr. Glawuil ( f ) ſpeaks of a Dutch-man that could 
Py | Trump. fee Ghoſts which others could perceive nothing of. There are in 
K 6:0, Spain alort of men whom they call Zzburs, theſe can ſee into the 
4 Fowels of the Earth; they are able co ciſcover Minerals and 
- | hidden Trealures ; nevertheleſs, they have their extraordinary 
oy | ſight only on Tueſdays and Fridays, and not on the other days of 

<0 the Week, Delrio faith, that when he was at Madrid, Anno Dom. 

1575.. he law ſome of theſe ſtrange lighted Crertures. Mr. George 

Smclare, in his Book Entituled, Sartans Irwiſible World diſcovered, 

(b) p ny. (b) has th:ſe Words, © I am undoubtedly intormey, that men and 


*c.) 1.1. & womenin the High-lands can diſcern Fatality approaching others, 
3-9. +2. © by lecing them in the Waters or with Winding Sheets about 
* them 
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f them. And that others can leure in a Sheeps ſhoulder-bone a 

© Death within the Parilh ſeven or cight Days hzfore it come. Ic 

© is not improbable but that ſuch Preteinatural Knowledge comes 

© firſt by a Compact with the Devil, and is derived downward by 

© Succeſſion to their Polterity: Many fuck I ſuppoſe are Innocent, 

* and have this ſight againſt their Will and Inclination. Thus 

Mr, Sinclare, I concur with his ſuppoſal, that ſuch Knowledge is 

originally from Satan, and perhaps the Etfe&t of ſome old Inchant- 

ment. There are ſome at this day in the World, that if they 

come into a Houſe where one of the Family will die within a 

Fortnight, the ſmell of a dead Corpſe offends them to ſuch a de- 

gree, as that they cannot ſtay in that Houſe. Ir is repewged that 

near unto the Abby of St. Maurice in Burgund) (3) there is)a Fiſh» ,;1y jw 
nd in which are Fiſhes put according to the number4of the 4-Faſins 

Monks of that place ; if any one of them happen to be ſick, there ***: ? 

is a Fiſh ſeen to Float and Swim above Water half dead, and if 

the Monk ſhall die, the Fiſh a few days b<fore dieth. In ſome 

parts in Iales Death-lights or Corps Candles (as they call them) 

are {zen in the night time going from the Houſe where ſome body 

will ſhortly die, and paſling in to the Church-yard. Of this, my 

Ronoured and never to be forgotren Friend Mr. Richard Baxter, 

(kt) has given an Account in his Book about Witchcrafes lately Pub- (+) p. vr. 

liſhed : what to make of ſuch things, except they be the eifes 

of ſome old Inchanement, I know not ; nor what Natural Rea- 

{on to aflign for that whichlI find amongſt the Obſervations of the 

Imperial Academy tor the Year 1687, viz. That in an Orchard 

where are choice Damaſcen Plumbs, the Maſter of the Family be- 

ing ſick of a Quartan Ague, whilſt he continued very ill, four of 

his Plumb-trees inſtead of Damaſcens brought torth a vile ſort of 

yellow Plumbs: but recovering Health, the next Year the Tree 

* did (as formerly) bear Damaſcens again ;but when aſter that he fell 

into a fatal Droplie, on thoſe Trees were ſeen not Damalcens, but 

another fort of Fruit. The fame Author (!) gives Inſtances of (1 v.cen. 

which he had the certain knowledge, concerning Apple-trees and Eetener. 

Pear-trees, that the Fruit of them would on a ſudden wither as if $53 © 

they had been baked in an Oven, when the owners of them were 

mortally ſick.It is no Ib ſtrange.that in the IlluſtriousEleforal(mr) (=) Herke- 

Houſe of Brandenburg b{fore the Death of ſome one of the Family (7, pe. $4. 

Feminine Spectres appeared: (») and otten inthe Houſes of Great (*)Camerar- 

men, Voices and Viſions from the InviſibleWorld have ben the Har- Can ae” 

bingers of Death. When any Heir in the Worſhipful Facnily of rom virice 
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the Breertons in Cheſhire is near his Death, there are ſeen in a Pool 
adjoyning, Bodies of Trees ſwimming for certain days together, 


(+)tn bis On which Learned Cambden (s) has this Note, Theſe and ſuch like 


"yg things are done either by the Holy Tutelar Angels of Men, or elſe by the 


Devils, who by Gods on mightily ſhew their Power in thu Infe- 
riour World, As for Mr. Sinclare's Notion that ſome Perſons may 
have a ſecond Sight, (as *tis termed) and yet be themſelves Inno- 
cent,. I am ſatisfied that he judgeth right ; for this is common a- 
mong{t the Laplanders, who are horribly addited to Magical In- 
cantations : They bequeath their Damon: to their Children as a 
Legacy, by whom they are often afliſted (like Bewitched Per- 
{ons as they are) to ſee and do things beyond the Power of Na- 
-» ) %e the ture. An Hiſtorian who deſerves Credit, relates, (p) that a cer- 
4. t L- tain Laeplander gave him a true and particular Account of what 
(sr4a0.M* had happened to him in his Journey to Lapland; and further 
of Lemons. Complained to him wich Tears, that things at great diſtance 
were repreſented to him , and how much he deſired 
to be Delivered from that Diabolical Sight, but could 
not ; this doubtleſs was cauſed ſome Inchantment. But 
to proceed to what I intend; the Eyes of Perſons by reaſon of 
Inchanting Charms, may not only ſee what others do not, but 
be under ſuch power of Faſcination, as that things which are nor, 
ſhall appear to them as real: The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Bewitched 
Eyes, Gal. 4.1, and we know from Scripture, that the Imaginati- 
ons of men have by Inchantments been impoſed upon ; and Hi- 
ſtories abound wich very ſtrange Inſtances of this Nature : The 
old Witch Circe by an Inchanted Cup cauſed Ulyſſes his Compani- 
(q) $-bor- ons toimagine themſelves to bz turned into Swine zand how many 
res Phyne Witches have been themſelves ſo bewitched by the Devil,as really 
«16. to believe that they were transformed into Wolves, or Dogs, or 
Cats.It is reportedof Simon Magw(q)that by his Sorceries he would 
()See Y-»- ſo impoſe on the Imaginations of People, as that they thought he 
of ee F had really changed himſelf into another fort of Creature. Opol- 
th: World. [onjus of Tyana Could out do Simon with his Magick : The great 
p- 215 Bobemian Conjurer Zyto (r) by his Inchantments, cauſed certain 
Perſons whom he had a mind to try his Art upon, to imagine that 
their Hands were turned into the Feet of an Ox, or into the 
Hovts of a Horſe, {o that they could not reach to the Diſhes b2- 
fore themto take any thing thence ; he fold Wiſps of Straw to a 
Butcher who bought them for Swine, that many ſuch preſtigious 
Pranks were played ; by the unhappy Faufws, is atteſted by Ca- 
merarius, Wer, Voetins, Lavater, and Lonicer. There 
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There is newly Publiſhed a Book (mentioned in the As Eru- 


ditorum) wherein the Author (1) (Wichard Valuaſſor) relates, that &) Ubi $4- s 
a Venetian Jew inſt.uted him (only he would not attend his In-* © Ry 
ſtruRtions) how to mak? a Magical Glaſs which ſhould repreſent _ 
any Perſon or thing accorving as he ſhould deſire, Tf a Magician Dr 
by an Inchanted Glaſs can do this, he mav as well by the help of <A 


a Dzmon cauſe falſe 1444: of Perſons and Tt.ings to be impretled 
on the Imaginations of bewitched Perſons 3 the Blood and Spr- 
rits of a Man, that is bitten wich a Mad- Dog, are lo envenome{d, 
as that ſtrange Impreflions are thereby made on his Imaginati- 
on : let him be brought into a Room where there is a Looking- 
Glaſs, and he will (it put upon it) not only ſay but ſwear that he 
ſees a Dog,tho' in tiuth there is no Dog it may be within 2oMiles 
of him ; and is it not then poflible for the Logs of Hell co poy- 
ſon the Imaginations of miſerable Creatures, lo as that they th.!l 
believe and {wear that ſuch Perſons hurt them as never did to ? 
I have heard of an Inchanted Pin, that has cauſed the Condem- 
nation and Death of many ſcores of innocent Perſons. There was 
a notorious Witchfinder in Scotland, that undertook by a Pin, to 
make an infallible Diſcovery of ſulpe&ted Perlons, whether they 
were Witches or not, if when the Pin was run an Inch or ewo in- 
tothe Body of the accuſed Party no Blood appeared, nor any 
ſenſe of Pain, then he declared them to be Witches; by means 
hereof my Author tells me no leſs then 3oo perſons were Condem- 
ned for Witches in that Kingdom. This Bloody Jugler aſter he had 
Cone enough in Scotland, came to the Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed ; an honeſt Man now living in New-England afſureth me, 
that he ſaw the Man thruſt a great Braſs Pin two Inches into the 
—_—_— one, that ſome would 'in that way try whether there 
was Witchcraftin the Caſe or no: the acculed Party was not in 
the leaſt ſenſible of what was done, and therefore in danger ot 
receiving the Puniſhment juſtly due for Witchcraft ; only it fo 


happened, that Collonel F-nwick (that worthy Gentleman, who hy 
many years ſince lived in New- Ewg/and) was then the Milicary I 
Governour in that Town; he lent tor the Mayor and Magiſtrates w. 
adviſing them to be careful and cautious in their proceeCings ; ior P 


he told them, it might be an Inchanted Pin, which the Witch 
finder made uſe of: Wlzreupon the Magiſtrates of the 
place ordered that he ſhould make his Experiment with » 
ſom? other Pin as they ſhould appoint: Pur that he -: 


would by no means be induced unto, which was a (uffici- bo, 
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ent Diſcovery of the Knavery and Witchery of the Witch-finder, 
There is a ſtrange Diabolical Energy gech along with Incantati- 
on. If Balak had not known, that he would not have ſent for 
Balaam, to ſee whether he could inchane the Children of Iſrael. 
The Scripture intimates that Inchantments will keep a Serpent 
from biting, Eccle/. 10. 17. A Witch in Sweedland confeſled, that 
the Devil gave her a wooden Knife ; and that if ſhe did but touch 
any living thing with that Knife, it would die immediately : And 
that there is a wonderful Power of the Devil attending things in- 
chanted,we have confirmed by a prodigious Inſtance in MajoiWerr, 
a Scotch Man: That wretched Man was a perfe& Prodigy ; a 
Man of great Parts; eſteemed a Saint, yet lived in ſecret Un- 
cleannels with his own Siſter for thirty four Years together : After 
his wickedneſs was diſcovered, he did not ſeem to be «troubled at 
any of his Crimes, excepting that he had cauſed a poor Woman 
to be publickly whipped, becauſe ſhe reporced that ſhe had ſeen 
him committing Beſtiality z which thing was true, only the Wo- 
man could not =_—y ie, This horrid Creature, it he had his bs 
chanted Staff in his Hand could pray to admiration, and do extra- 
ordinary things, as is more amply related in the Poſt({cript to 
Mr. Sinclare; his Book before mentioned: But if he had not his 
Inchanted Rod to lean upon, he could not transform himſelf into 
an Angel of Light: But by all theſe things we may conclude, 
that it is not impoſlible, but that a guilty Conjurer, that ſo he 
may render himſelt the leſs ſuſpeted, may by his Magical Art 
and Inchantmenr, cauſe innocent Perſons to be repreſented as af- 
ag thole whom the Devil and himſelf are the Tormen- 
tors of. 


Arg. 5. The Trath we affirm # ſo evident, as that many Learned 
and Fudicious Men bave freely ſubſcribed unto it. 

The memorable Relation of the Devils aſſuming the ſhap2 of 
an innocent Citizen in Zurick, is in the Judgment of chat great 
Divine Lud Levater, of weighty Conſideration : And he declares, 
that he does therefore mention it, that fo Judges might be cantelous 
in their Proceedings in Caſes of this nature, inaſmuch as the De- 
vil does often in that way intangle innocent Perſons, and bring 
them into great Troubles. His Words are, (s) Hance Hiſtoriam tdeo 


* recito, ut Tudices, in bujuſmodi, Caſibus cauti ſit : Diabolus enim bac 


via [ape innocentibus inſidiatur. He confirms what he ſaith by rc- 
citing a Paſſage out of A/rtus Grayzius, who writes that the De- 
vil 
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vil was ſeen in the ſhape of a Nobleman to come out of the Em» 
prels's Chamber : But to clear her Innocency, ſhe (according to 
che ſuperſticious Ordeals then in faſhion) walked blintold over a 
great many of glowing hot Irons without touching any of them. Yee- 
tw in his () Diſputation of yy ropoſeth that Queſtion,whe (o3r 0m” 
ther the Devil may not untruly perſonate a Godly Man, and an pg. 19.8. 
ſwers in the Affirmative: And withal adds, that it 15 a ſufficienc 
Argument (ad bominem) to anſwer the Papiſts wich their own Hi- 

ſtories, which give Inſtances of Satan's appearing in the Figure 

of Saints, nay of Chriſt himſelf. And in his Diſcourſe concern- 

ing the Operations of Demons (w) he has the like Problem, whether (=) p.344. 
the Devil may not poſlibly put on the ſhape of a true Believer, a 

real Saint, not only of ſuch as are dead, but (till living, and an- 

{wers, "= Why not? It is true Popilh Caſui/fs (x) do gene- (*) Tiren, 
rally incline to the Negative in this Queſtion: Nevertheleſs, the 5,97 
Inſtance of Germayws, who ſaw a Company of honeſt People re- * ©. 14. 
preſented by the Devil, as if they had been feaſting together, 

when they were really aſleep in their Beds, does 'a little puzzle 

them, fo as that they are neceſſitated to take up with this Con- 

cluſion, (y) That by an extraordinary. Permiſſion of God, innocent Per- Cy) 5m f-14 
ſons may be repreſented by Satan in the Nottural Conventicles of Witches: ry. 
And if fo, much more as affliting bewitched Perſons. Delrion**, p.13z, 
giveth an account of an innocent Monk, whoſe Reputation was *** 
indangered by a Demon's appearing in his ſhape. He writes more 
like Hh than Jeſuits uſe to do, when he ſaith that, (z) It « (=) P/q«/. 
not abſolutely to be denied, but that the Devils may exhibite the Forms LY. my; 
of innocent Perſont, if God permit it, who when be does permit it , u/u- 0.143: 
ally by ſome Providence diſcovers the Fraud of the Devils, that ſo the 

Innocent may be vmdicated, oy if not, it is to bring them to repentance 

for ſome Sm, or to try their Patience. It is rare to ſee ſuch Words 
dropping from the Pen of a Jeſuit: As for Proteſtant Writers, 1 

cannot call ro mind one of any Note, that dves deny the Polit 

bility of the Affirmative, in the Queſtion before us. Dr. Henkelws 

has lately (a) publiſhed a learned and elaborate Diſcourſe con- (-) Printed 
cerning the right Method of curing ſuch as are obſefſ:4 with Ca- 71,,;"ea." 
crdemons, in which he aſſerts, that Satan may poſſibly aſſume the 

Form of innocent and pious Perſons, that (o he might thereby deſtroy 

their Reputations, and expoſe them to undue Puniſhments. As for our 

Engliſh Diviaes, there ace not many greater Caſuif« than Mr. Per- 

kins ; nor do I know any one that hs wriaen on the Cafe of 


Witchcrafe with more Judgment and Clearnefs of Undecitanding : 
tle 
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He has theſe Words, (b) © It a Man being dangerouſly ſick and 


f 0 ” . . 2 . . . ® 
W-«cxcraft, ©* like to die upon [ulpicion, will cake it on his death, that ſuch 
Rh, ©*7. 54.2. © an one has betwitched him, it is an allegation which may move 


f- 644 


CO) Tn ts 
W:tcherafr 
diſrovared, 
p« 277, 


** the Judge to examine the Party, but ic, is of no moment for 
'© Conviction, The like is aſſerted by (4) Mr: Cooper, Mr. Rer- 
nard, (once a famous Miniſter at Batcomb- in Somerſet) his Book 
called, A Guide to Grand Fury-men in Caſe: of Witcheraft, is a (olid 
and wile Treatiſe, What his Judgment was in the Cale now under 
debate, we may ſee, pag. 209, 210. where his Words are theſz ; 
* An Apparition of the Parcy ſuſpeted, whom the Aﬀlidtgd in 
* their Futs ſeem to (ee, is a great ſuſpicion, g, yet this is but a Pre- 
* ſumption, tho? a ſtrong one, becauſe Apparitions are 
* wrought by the Devil, who can repreſent to the Phanſie ſuch 
* as the Parties uſe to fear, in which his Repreſentation he may 
« welllye as in his ather Witneſs : For if the Devil can repreſent to 
* as the Witch (eeming Samnel, (aying, I ſee God's alcending out of 
** the Earth, to beguile. Szx/, may we not think he can repreſent 
** a common ordinary Perſon, Man or Woman unregeneracte, tho' 
* no Witch to the Phanſie of vain Perſons, to deceive them and 
* others that will give Credit to the Devil. Thus Mr. Bernard. 
As for the Judgment of the Elders in New-England, lo far 15 
I can learn, they do generally concur wich Mr. Perkins, and 
Mr. Berward. This I know, that at a Meeting of Minilters at 
Cambridge, Auguſt 1. 1692. where were preſent ſeven Elders be- 
ſides the Preſidznt of the Colledge, the Queſtion then diſcourled 
on, was, Whether the Devil may not ſometirves have a Permiſſion to 
repreſent an innocent Perſon as tormenting ſuch as are under Diabalical 
Moleſt ations ? The Anſwer which they all concurred in,was in theſe 
words, wiz. That the Devil may ſometimes have a Permiſſion to repre- 
ſent an innocent Perſon as tormenting ſuch as are under Diabolical Mo- 
leſt ations ; but that ſuch things are rare and extraordinary, eſpecially 
when ſuch Matters come before Civil Fudicatures: And that ſome of 
che moſt eminence Miniſters in the Land, who were not at that 
Meeting are of the fame Judgment, I am affured: And I am 
allo ſure, that in Caſes of this nature the Pri«f”s Lips ſbould keep 
Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeck the Law at 611 Mouth, Mal. 2.7. 


Arg. 6. Our own Experience has cor firmed the Truth of what 
we affirm. 
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T have in another Book given an account concerning Elizabeth 
Knap of Groton, who complained that a Woman as eminent for 
Piety as any in that Town, did appear to her, and affli& her : 
But afterwards ſhe was ſatisfied that that Perſon never did her 
any harm, but that the Devil abuſed them both. About two 
Years ago, a bewirched Peiſon in Chelmsford in her Fits, com» 
plained that a worthy good Man, a near Relation of hers did at- 
fli& her : So did ſhe likewiſe complain of another Perſon in that 
Town of known Integrity and Piety. 

I have my ſelf known ſeveral of whom I ought to think that 
they are now in Heaven, conſidering that they were of good 
Converſation, and reputed Pious by thoſe that had the greateſt In- 
timacy with them, of whom nevertheleſs, ſome complained that 
their Shapes appeared to them, and threatned them : Nor is this 
anſwered by ſaying, we do not know but thoſe Perſons might be 
Witches : We are bound by the Rule of Charity to think other- 
wiſe: And they that cenſure any, meerly becauſe ſuch a fad At- 
fiction as their being fallly repreſented by Satan has befallen them, 
do not do as they would be done by. I bleſs the Lord, it was 
never the Portion allotted tro me, nor to any Relation of mine to 
be thus abuſed : Butno Man knoweth what may happen to bim, 


ſince there be juſt Men unto whom it happeneth according to the Work 


4 the Wicked, Ecclel. 8. 14. But what needs more to be laid, 
ince there is one amongſt our ſelves whom no Man that knows 
him, can think him to be a Wizzard, whom yet ſome bewitched 
Perſons complained of, that they are in his Shape torment- 
£d : Andthe Devils have of late accuſed ſome eminent Perſons. 

It is an awful thing which'the Lord has done to convince ſome 
amongſt us of their Error: This then I declare and teſtifie, thatto 
take away the Life of any one, meerly becauſe a Spetire or Devil, 
in a bewitched or nolleſſed Perſon does accuſe them, will bring 
the Guile of innocent Blood on the Land, where ſuch a thing 
ſhall be done : Mercy forbid that ir ſhould, (and I truſt that as ir 
has not it never will be ſo) in New-England. What does ſuch an 
Evidence amount unto more than this : Either ſuch an one did 
affict ſuch an one, or the Devil in his likeneſs, or his Eyes were 
bewitched. 

The things which have been mentioned make way for, and 
bring us unto the ſecond Caſe, which is co come under our Conſi- 
deration, viz. 


f 
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(ave W's quiry into the Matter : One great Witch-Advocate (4) confeſſeth, 
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IF one bewitched i ſtruck down at the Look or caſt of the Eye of a- 
mother, and «{ier that recovered again by a Touch from the ſame Pers 
fon, Is not this an infallible Proof, that the Perſon ſuſfetted and com- 
plained of is in League with the Devil ? 

Anſwer ; It muſt be owned that by ſuch things as theſe Witch- 
crafts and Witches have been diſcovered more than once or twice : 
And that an ill Fame, or other Circumſtances attending the fu{- 
peed Party, this may be a Ground for Examination; but this 
alone.does not afford ſufficient Matter tor Conviction : As SpetFres 
or Devils appearing in the Shapes of Men that have been mur- 
dered, declaring that they were murdered by ſuch Perſons and in 
ſuch a place, may give juſt occaſion to the Magiſtrate for En- 


that by chis means Murders have been broight to light ; yet that 
alone, if other Circumſtances did not concur, would not by the 
Law of God take away the Life of any Man. It my Reader 
pleaſeth, he ſhall hear what old Mr. Bernard of Batconib fſaithto a 
Caſe not unlike to this, and the former : His Words are theſe, (e) 
© The naming of the ſuſpe&ted in their Fits, and allo where they 
* have been, and what they have done here or there,as Mr.7brog mor- 
© ron's Children could do, and that often and ever found true ; this 
* is a great Preſumption: yer is this but a Preſumption, beeaule this is 
* only the Devils Teſtimony, who can lie, and that more often 
* than ſpeak Truth.Chriſt would not allow his Witneſs of him in a 
* poine moſt erue; nor St. Paul in the due Praiſes of him and Sy. 
* las; his Witneſs then may not be received as ſufficient in caſe of 
* ones Life: He may accuſe an Innocent, as I ſhewed before in 
* Mr. Edmund's giving over his Practice to find Stollen Goods ; and 
© Satan we read would accuſe Job to God himſelf tro be an Hy- 
* pocrite, and to be ready to be a Blaſphemer, and he is called the 
" Accuſer of the Brethren. Albeit, I cannot deny but this has 
* very often proved true, yet ſeeing the Devil is ſuch an one as 
* you heaid, Chriſtian Men ſhould not take his Witnels, to give - 
*1in Verdi& upon Oath, and (o ſwear that the Devil has therein 
* ſpoken che Truth; be it far from good men to confirm any 
* Ward of the Devil Oath, if it be not an evident Truth 
* without the Devil's Teſtimony, who in {peaking the Truth, has 
* a lying Intent, and ſpeaks ſome Truths of things done, which 
© may be found to bz ſo, that he may wrap with them ſome 
© pernicious Lye, which cannot be tried to be true, 'burt muſt 


© reſt upon his own teſtimony to enſnare the Blood of the Tnno- 
" Cent. 
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cent. Thus Mr. Bernard refolved the Caſe above ſixty Years a- 
go; and truly in my Opinion like a Wiſe and Orthodox Divine, 
what he ſays, reacheth both this and the former Caſz. Dr. Corra 

(a Learned Phyſician) in his Book, abcut The Tryal of Witcheraft, 
ſhewing the true andright Method of the Diſcovery, with a Confutation 
Erroneons ways (which Book he dedicates to the Right Honourable. 
Sir Edward Cook, Lord Chief Juſtice of England (f) Iz Ciſcourles Ae 2 _ 
concerning Exploration of Witches by the touch of the Witch curimg ; 
the touched bewitched, and ſheweth the Fallibility and Vanity of 
that way of Tryal, tho' he had often ſeen Perſons bewirched in 
that way immediately delivered from the preſent Fit or Agony 
which was uponthem : Buthe taketh it to be a Diabolical Miracle. 
He argueth thus, (g) © No Man can doubr but that the Vertne (2) Pag-re 
© wherewich this touch was indued, is ſupernatural : IF it be {9,7 
© How can Man to whom nothing is ſimply poſlible that is not na- 

* tural be juſtly reputed an Agent therein ? It he cannot be eſteem- 

ed in himſelf any poſlible or true Agent, then it remaineth that 

© he can only be intereſſ:d therein as an Acceſſiry in Conlent, 

© or as a Servant unto a Supzrior Power: It thu Superior Power 

© be the Devil, the leaſt _—_— doubt, whether the Devil alone, 

* or with the Conſent or Contrat of the fuſpeted Perſon has 

* produced that wonderful effet ; with what Region or Reaſon 

* can any Man incline rather to credit the Devil's mouth in the 

© Bewitched, than to pity the Accuſed, and believe them againlt 

* the (ubtilty of a deceitful Devil: It che Devil by Divine Per- 

* miſſion may cauſe ſupernatural Concomitances and Conſequences 

* to attend the natural Aﬀions of Men without their allowance, 

© as is manifeſt in poſleſſed Perſons, how is it reaſonable and juſt 

© that the Impoſitions of the Devil ſhould be imputed unto any 

© Man: And (faith he) God forbid that the Devil's Signs and 

© Wonders, nay his Truths ſhould b2come any legal Allegations 

© or Evidences in Law. We may therefore conclude ie unyult, 

© chat the forenamed miraculous Effe& by the Devil wrought and 

© impnted by the Bewitched, ſhould be eſteemed an infallible 

* mark againſt any Van, as therefore convinced for that the De- 

* vil and the Bewitched have fo Jecyphered him 7 Thus that 
T,carned Man. But to the Calc in hand, I hare ſeveral things 

to offer, 
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T. It is poſſible that the Perſons in Queſtion may be poſſeſſed with 
Cacolemons ; That bewitched Perlons are many times really pol- 
ſeſted with evil Spirits, is moſt certain. And as Mr. Perkins ob- 
ſerves, no Man can prove but that Witchcrati might be the Caule 
of many of thoſe Poſſeſſions, which we read of in the Goſpel : 
And that Devils have been immitred into the Bodies of milcrable 
Creatures by Magicians and Witches, Hiſtories and Experience 

t) «vis Jo abundantly teſtifie. Hierom (b) relates concerning a certain 
Hi arion, Virgin, that a young Man, whoſe Amours ſhe deſpiſed, prevail- 
ed with a Magician to ſend an evil Spirit into her, by means 
0-2% whereof ſhe was ſtrangely belotted, 'Tis (5) of Simon 
" **. Magnys, that after he had uſed an Helliſh Sacrifice, to be revenged 
of ſome that had called him a great Witch, he cauſed infernal 
Spirits to enter into them. Many confefling Witches have ac- 
knowledged, that they were the Cauſe of ſuch and ſuch Perſons 
: 11 nie Being poſleſled by evil Angels, as (4) Thyaws and others have ob- 
p14: <- ſerved: Now no Credit ought to be given to what Demons in 
4.2, {ach as are by them obſeſſed ſhall ſay. Our Saviour by his own 
.p. 459 unerring Example has taught us not to receive the Devil's Teſti- 
mony in any thing. The Papiſts are juſtly condemned for 
bringing Diabolical Teſtimony to confirm the Principlesof their 
/\ 7:.29m Religion. Peter Cotton the Jeſuite (1) enquired of the Devil in a 
i. 13% polleſied Perſon, what was the cleareſt Scripture to prove Purga- 
rory. Ar the time when Luther died, all the poſſeſſed People in 
the Netherlands were quiet : The Devils in them, ſaid the Reaſon 
(n) Ther Was, bzcaule Luther (m) had been a great Friend of theirs, and 
«114714 they owed him that reſpett as to go as far as Germany to attend 
F 1:is Funeral. Another time when chere was a talk of ſome Mi- 
nilters of the Reformed Religion, the Devils in the Obſcſied laugh- 
el and laid, they were not at all afraid of them, for the Calvinif; 
and they were very good Friends. The Jeſuits inſule with theſe 
Teſtimonies as it they were Divine Oracles ; But the Father of 
] yes 15 never to he believed: He will utter twenty great truths to 
makes way for, one lye: He will accuſe ewenty Witches, it he can 
ue thereby bring one innocent Perſon into trouble : He mixeth 
Truths with Lyes, that ſo thoſe truths giving credit unto lyes, 
Men may believe both, and fo be decvived: And wherecs ſome 
[zy, that the Perſons in queſtion are only bzwitched and not pol- 
lite, let it be conſidered that polleſſed Perſons are called Ener- 


fgumens 
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gumens from EPLOMAI Agitor : They whoſe Bollies are pre- 
naturally agitated, fo as to be in danger of being thrown into 
the Fire, or into the Water, though they may be bewitched, are 
undoubtedly poſleſfſed with Damons, Mzirk 9. 22, 25. Learned 
Men (a) give it as a moſt certain fign of Poſtzion, when the at- (41 aber 
flited Party can ſee and hear that which no one elle can ditcern $//54% v- 
any thing of, and when they can diſcover (+) ſecrer things, At: 6. (+) 4 
16. paſt, or future, (6) as a poſſeſſed Perſon in Germany forccald Pt 
the War which broke out in the Year, 1546. And whenthe I imbs () ter 
of miſerable Creatures are bent and disjointed fo as could not © © 
pothble be without a Luxation of Joints, were it not done by a 
preternatural Hand, and yet no hurt raiſed thereby chat arguerh 
Poſſeflion, Alſo, when Perſons are by the Devil caſt into Firs, 

in the which they ſpeak of things, that afterwards they have no _ _ 
remembrafice of (c) or, if they are by cruel Devils cortured, {o/,.,; 1 
as to cauſe horrendous Clamours in the diſtreſſed Sufferers, that's 2 *+4- 
another ſign of Obſeſſion by evil Spirits : If all theſe things con- 

cur in the Perlons concerning where the Queſtion is, we may 
conclude them to be Damoniacks : And if fo, no Furor can with 

a ſafe Conſcience look on the Teſtimony of ſuch, as ſufficient to 

take away the Life of any Man. 


Lo 


en, 


2. Fallmg down by the caft of an Eye proceeds not from a natura/, (5 *i'i012 
but \en arbitrary Cauſe ; not from any Poylon in the Eye of the1;;. «. ;. ». 
Witch, but from the Agency of ſome Demon : The opinion of ©**+ 
Faſgination by the Eye is an old Fable, and (faith Mr. Perkins) 
as-fond as old. Pliny (e) ſpeaks of a People that killed folks by («) Li. 7. 
looking on them; and he adds, that they had two Apples in each © * 
Eye : and Tully writes of women who had two Apples in one 
Eye thac always did miſchi:f with their meer Looks ; fo Q-::4, 

Popula dupltx fulminat. And Plutarch (f) writes, that ſome p. - -* 5 5m. 
ſons have ſuch a Poylon in their Eyes, as that their Friends ana - + + 7: 
Familiars are Faſcinated thereby ; nay he ſpeaks of one that Be- 
witched himſelf ſick by looking on his own Face in a Glats : O- 
thers write of Faſcination by a meer Prolation of Words ; and for 
ought I know, there may be as much Witchery in the Tongue 


as there is in the Eye. Sennertus (g) has diſcovered the Superſti- LIEN 6. 


tion of theſe Fancics ; Sight does not proceed from an Emifiion pas 9. cap. 

of Rays from the Eye, but by a reception of the viſible Spe- © 

cies ; and if it be (as Philoſophers conclude) an innocent —_ 
, d 2 an 
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and not an Emiſſion optick Spirits, fo that Sight as luch, dozs re- 
c:ive ſomething trom the Obje&, and no: att upon it, the Notion 
of Faſcination by the Eye is unphilolophical : Ic is crue, that ſore 
Eyes will aff:& thoſe that took upon them, Dum ſfpeitant Oculi Leſor, 
Leduntur & 19/1, for which a natural Reaſon iscalily to be afligned ; 
but if the Witches Eyes are thus infected with a natural Contagi- 
on, Wh.ncz is it, that only Bzwitched Perions are hut: thereby ? 
It the vulgar Error concerning the Baſiuks killing with th: Look 
of his Puyſonful Eys were a Truth, waatzver perſon that Ser- 
pen calt his Eyes upon would te poyſlonedg So if Witches hail a 
phylical Venom in their Eyes, others as Well as Faſcinated Per- 
ſons would be ſenſible thereot ; there is as much Truth in this 
fancy of Phyſical Venom in the Eye of a Wicch, as there is in 
(+)L5-2- what Pliny (+) and others relate concerning the Thibians, wiz. 
_ Y wp that they have ewo Apples in one Eye, and the Effigies of an 
y-©3- Horle in the other Eye; and that they are a people that cannot be 
Growned. 
>. As for that which concerns the Bewitched Perſons being recovered 
out of therr Ag onies by the Touch of the ſuſpected Party, it w various and 
allible. 

4 For ſometimes the afflite Perſon is matle fick, (inſtead of be- 
- ing made whole) by the Touch of the Acculed ; fomecrimzs the 
Power of Imagination is ſuch, ai that ch: Touch of a Pe. (on in- 
nocent and not accaſed ſhall have the ſam: elf: Ir is relared in 
the Account of the Tryals of Witches at Bury in Suffolk 1664, 
(») S:e the during the time (r) of the Tryal, there were ſome Exp:riments * 
1142*9-4* made with the Perſons afflited, by b-inging the acculed co touch 
| them, and it was obſzrved that by the 1l:ait Touch of one of the 
ſuppoled Witches, thzy that were in their Fics, co all mens Ap- 
prehenſion wholly deprived of all Senſe and Underſtandings, 

would ſuddenly ſhriek out and open their Hands. | 
Mr. Szrjeant Keeling did not think that ſufficient to Convict the 
P/toners, for admitting that the Children were in truth Bewicch- 
ed, yer (laith he) it cannot be applyed to the Priſoners upon the 
Imagination only of the Parties afflicted ; for it chat might be 
allowed, no Perſon whatſoever can be in fafety, for pethaps they 
might fancy another Perſon who might altogether be innocent in 
ſuch matters : To avoid this Scruple it was privately deſired by the 
Judge, that ſome Gentlemen there in Court would attend one of 
the diſtempered Perſons in the farther parc of the Hall , whillt ſhe 
was 
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wasin her Fits, and then to {end for one of the Wirches to try what 
would happen , which they did accordingly. One of them was 
conveyed trom the Bar, and brought to the Aﬀlicted Maid. They 
put an Apron before her Eyes, and then another perfon (nor the 
Witch)touc'e.l her, which produced che fame effet, as the Touch 
of the Witch did in the Court, Whereupon the Gentlemen re- 
turned much unfati-fied. Bodin (5) relates, that a Witch who was x het: 


Tryedat Nants, was commanded by the Judgzs to touch a Bewitch- g- wr, 
ed perſon, a thing often practiſe} by the Judg:s of Germ.my in the 595%" 


: 6 _—_ j ifg'y of 
Imperial Chamber. The Witch was extreamly unwilling, but being yr to bunt 


Compelled by the Judges, ſhe cryed out, I am undone ; and as ſoon F 135 
as ever ſhe touched the Aﬀicted perfon,the Witch fell downdead, 
and the other recovered. 7 hat horrid Witch of Salzbury , Ann 
Bodenham (t) who had been Servant to the Notorious Conjurer Dr. (-) ve the 
Lamb, could not bear the fight of one that was Bewitched by her, P,me4 K+ 
As ſoon as ever ſh: ſw the AﬀMicted Perfon , ſh: ran about ſhrick- 3s, 31 
ing, and crying, and roariag after an hidzous manner, that the De- 
vil would rear her in pieces, it that perſoncame nzar her. And 
whilſt the Wirch was in ſuch Tormenr, the Bzwitched was at calc. 
By theſe things we ce, that the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom 
of darkneſs, are not always and in all places the ſame. 
And it is goodl tor mento concern themſelves with them as lictle 
as may he. : 
I think there is weight in Dr Corta's (wu) Argument, viz. («) UNC 
That the -'s of begiing the Sick and Peſſeſſed , was a ſpecial Grace #13 
and Favour of God, for the Confirmation of the Truth of the _—_— 
that ſuch a Gift ſhould be annexed to the Touch of Wicked Witches, as 
an infallible ſign of their guilt, us not eaſie to be believed. It is a thing 
well known, that if a perſon poſſeſſed by an Evil Spirit, is (asofe it 
ſo happens) never ſo outragious whilſt 2 good man is Praying with 
and for the Aﬀicted , lec him lay his hand on them, and the 
Evil Spirit is quiet. I hope this is nocvidence of any Covznant,or 
voluntary Communion berween the Good Man that is Praying and 
the Evil Spirit; no more docs the Cale before us evince any {uch 
thing- 


4. There are that Queſtion the Lawtulnefs of the Experiment. For 
if this healing power in the Witch is not a Divine but a Diaboli- 
ca: Gilt, it may be dangerous to meddle roo much with it, If 
the Witch may be ordered to touch afiiited Perluns in order to 

their 
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their healing or recovery out of a (ſick Fite, why may not the 
Diſzaſed Prion be as well ordered co touch the Wi:ch for the | 

lame caule? And if to tonrch him, why not to (cratch him and 

ferch Blood our of him, which is but an harder kind of touch ? 

But as for this Mr. Perkins doubts not to call it a Prafice of IWitch- 

crafr, It is not fate to meddle with any of the Devils Sacraments 

or Inſtitutions ; For my own part, I ſhould be loath to ſay to a Man, 

that I knew or thought it was @ Witch,do you look on ſuch a Perſon, and 

- ſee if you can Witch them into a Fit , od there us ſuch an aſfiifted Per- 

ſon do you take them by the Hand, and ſee if you con Witch them well 

again. If it u by vertue of ſome Contra with the Dewil that Witches 

bave Power to do ſuch things, it is hard to concerve how they can be bid 

to do them, without being too much concerned in that Helliſh Covenant. 

(7/Remk-T rake it to be (as elfewhere (w) I have expreſſed) a folid Prin- 

dence, p, Ciple, which the Learned Semnertws inſiſts on, vis. That they who 

20% force another to do that which be cannot poſſibly dv, but by wertue of a 

Compatt with the Dewil, bave themſelves implicitely Communion with 

the Diabolical Covenant, The Devil is pleaſed and honoured when 

any of his Inſtitutions are made uſe of ; this way oft diſcovering 
Witches, is no better than that of putting the Urine of the affli- | 

&ed Perſon into a Bottle, that fo the Wirch may be tormented 

and diſcovered; The Vanity and Superſtition of which practice 

I have formerly ſhewed, and teſtitied againſt. There was @ Con- 

nee A+ jurer bis name was Edward Drake (x) who taught a Man to uſe that 

tory of Dr- Experiment for the Relief of his affiicted Daughter, who found benefi: 

man p.13% rhereby; Burt we ought not to praftice Witchcrafts to diſcover 

6-1, Nat, Witches, nor may we make ule of a White healmg Witch (as they 

of ths "call them) to find out a Black and Bloody one. And how did men 

firſt come to know that Witches would be diſcovered in ſuch 

ways as theſe, which have been mentioned? If Satan himſelf 

were the firſt Diſcoverer (as there-is reaſon to believe) 'the expe- 

riment muſt needs have deceit in it. See Dr. Hiller on Exod. 7. 

Quelt. 9. And ſuch Experiments better become Pagans or Papilts 

than Profeſſors in New England ; whereas "tis , that ſuch 

things are practiſed by the Judges of the Imperial Chamber, I re- 

ply, that tioſe Judges (as Bodia relates, Lib. 3. Demon. Cap. 6.)nave 

required ſulpe&ted Witches to pronounce over the afflited per- 

lons, thele words, I ble/s thee in the Name of the Father, 6. upon 

which they have immediately recover2d ; but is the dark day 

come upon us , that ſuch Superſtitions as thele ſhall be practiſed in 

Ne ws- 
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New-England : The Lord Jelus (oibid it. Sec Baldwin's Teſti- 
mony againſt the Practice of the Camera Imperialis, Cal. Conlc. 


L. 3. C. 3+ P- 634+ 


5. If the Teſtimony of a bewitched or poſſeſſed Perſon, is of Vali- 
dity as to what they ſee done to themſelves, then it is ſo as to others, 
whom they ſee affliied no leſs than themſelves : But what they affirm 
concerning others, is not to be taken for Eridence. Whencs had 
they this Supernatural Sight ? It muſt needs be either from Heaven 
or from Hell: If from Heaven, (as Elſk/'s Servant, and Balzam's 
Afs could diſcern Angels) let their Teſtimony be received : Bur 
if they had this Knowledge from Hell, tho' there may poſſibly be 
truth in what they affirm, they are not legal Witneſſes : For th: 
Law of God allows of no Revelation from any other Spirir bur 
himſelf, I. 8. 19. It is a Sin againſt God to make ule. 'of 
the Devil's help co know that which cannot be otherwile 
known : And I teſtifie againſt it, as a great Tranſgrefſion, 
which may juſtly provoke the Holy One of 1/ae!, to let looſe 
Devils on the whole Land, Luke 4. 35. See Mr. Bernard's Guide 
to Juries in Caſes of Witchcraft, p. 136, 137, 138. And Brochmand 
Theol. de Angelis, p. 227. Altho' the Devil's Accuſations may be 
ſo far as to cauſe an enquiry into the truth of things, Fob 
I« IT, 12. & 2. 5,6. yetnot ſoas to be an Evidence or Ground 
of Conviction : The Perſons, concerning whom the Queſtion is, 
ſee things through Diabolical Mediums ; on which account their 
Evidence is not meer humane Teſtimony ; and if it bs inany pare 
Diabolical, it is not to be owned as Authentick ; for the Devil's 
Teſtimony ought not to be received neither in whole nor in part. 
I am told by credible Perſons, who (ay it is certainly true, that 
a bewitched Perſon has complained that ſhe was calt into Fits 
by the Lock of a Dog; and that ſhz was no-more able to bear 
the ſight of that Dog, than of the Perſon whom ſhe accuſed as 
bewirtching her : And that thereupon the Dog was ſhot todeath : 
This Dog was no Devil; for then they could not have killed him. 
I ſuppoſe no one will ſay that Dogs are Witches : It remains then 
that the caſting down with the Look is no infallible ſign of a 
Witch, 
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:. i | 8 It has aiways been aid, that iris a difficult thing out 
— = Witches : Bur if the Repreſentation of luch a Per{an as affliting, 
_ or the Look or Touch bz an infallible proof of the gaile of Wiech- 
- craft in the Perlons complained of, *cis the eaſieſt thing in the 
bY | World to diſcover them; for it is dane to our hand, and there 
(2 ( needs no enquiry into the Matter. 

Dp 1 9. Let them ſay this is an in'allible Proof, produce any Wird out of 
<< i the Law of God which does in the leaſt countenance that Aſſertion : The 
I Word of God in!trudts Jucors and Judges to proczed upon clear 
Py humane Teſtimony, Det. 35. 39. But the Word no where giveth 
:< us the leaſt Intimation, that every one is a Witch, at whole look 
< the bewirched Perſon ſhall fall into Firs; nor yet that any other 
+ means ſhould be uſed for the diſcovery of Witch2s, than what 
BY may be uſed for the finding out of Murderers, Adulterers, and 
= vther Criminals. 

* to. Sometimes Antipathies in Nature have ſtrange and unac- 


<| l " countable Effects. I have read of a Man that at the ſight of his 
| own Son, who was no Wizzard would fall into Firs. There are 
| 


the Picture thereof. Amatus Lnſizanus (peaks of one that at the 
jight of a Roſe would ſwoon away : This praverh that the fall- 
iag intoa Fir at the ſight of another 15 not alwazs a fign of 
Wicchzrafe. It may proceed from Nature, and the Power or 
Imagination. 


D t that find ia their Natures an averſenefs to ſome Perſons whom 

X they never ſaw before, of which they can give no better an ac- 
< count than he in Martial, concerning Sabidus. 

«| | 

% "50 Non Amo te Sabidi, nec prſſum dicere quare. 

A "i That ſome Perſons at the ſight of Bruit-Creatures, Cats, Spt- 

'* 1 ders, &c. Nay, at the ſight of Cheeſes, Milk, Apples, will fall 

»< into Fits, 13 too well known to bz denied. Peaſingius in his Learn- 
| ed Dilcourle De Pulvere Sympathatico, p. 128. faith, there was one 

-- ia the City of Groning that could not bear the light of a Swine's 

5 ' Head : And that he knzw another who was not able to look on 
gl. 


To 
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Do conclude ; Judicious Cant: (F) have determined, tht to (i) Aud 
m:ke ufe of thols A-d:z to come tothe Knowledge of any Mat- 1.4; < 3; 
wr, Which have no lach power in them by Nature, nor by Di- 
vine Initicotion is an lmylicit going to the Devil to make a diſco- 
very : Now there is no natural Power inthe Look or Touch of a 
Perſon to bewirch another; nor is this by Divine Inſtitution the 
means whereby Witchcraft is diſcovered : Therefore it is an un- 
warrantable Practice. 

We proceed now to the third Caſe propoſed to Conſideration ; 
If the things which have been mentioned are not infallible Proofs 
of Guile in the accaſed Party, it is then Queried, Mherher there 
are any Diſcoveries of this Crime, which Furors and Fudger may with 
4 ſafe Conſcience proceed upon to the Comviftion and Condemnation of 
the Perſons under Suſpicion ? 


Let- ms here premiſe Two things, 


1. The Evidence in this Crime to be as clearas in any 
other Crimes of a Capital nature. The Word of God does no 
where intimate, that a lefs clear Evidence, or that fewer or other 
Witnefles may be taken as ſufficient to convit a Man of Sorcery, 
which would not be ettongh to conviat him were he charged with 
another evil worthy of Death, Numb. 35. 30. it we may not take 
the Oath of a diftrated Perſon, or of a poſſeſſed Perſon in a 

- Caſe of Murder, Theft, Felony of any fort, then neither may 
we do it in the Caſe of Witchcraft. 
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3® Caſes of Conſcience 


Hands and Feet, and caſting them on the Water, to try whether 
they will ſink or ſwim : I did publickly bear my Teſtimony a- 
"_= this Superſticion in a Book printed at Befton eight Years 


" Lhearthei of late ſome in a Neighbour Colony have been 
playing with this Diabolical invention: It is to be lamented, that 
in ſuch a Land of _— New-England once was, a Practice 
which Proteſtant Wricers generally condemwas ſinful, and which 
the more ſober and learned Men amongft Papiſts themſelves have 
not only judged unlawful, but (to expreſs it in their own terms) 
to beno leſs than a Aoria! Sin, ſhould ever'be heard of. Were it 
not that the coming of Ch*+*t to judge the Earth draweth 
near, I ſhould think that ſuch ®:aRices are an unhappy Omen 
that the Devil and Pagans will get theſe dark Territories into their 
Poſſeſſion again : But that I may not be thought to have no rca- 
ſon for my calling the impleaded Experiment into Queſtion,l have 
theſe things further co alledge againſt ic. 


t. It has been rejeRed long agone, by Chriſtian Nations as a 

thing Superſticious and Diabolical : In aly and Spain it is wholly 

{1) Pie. diſuſed 3 and (a) in the Low-Comntries, and in France, where the 

Prey. « Judges are Men of Learning. In ſome parts of Germany old Pa- 

42 pganiſm Cuſtoms are obſerved more than in other Countries, never- 

{t) i144 theleſs all the (b) Academies throughout Germany have dilappro- 
"» 4 411- ved of this way of Purgation. 


g 2, Cap 10s 
deal, 11. 


2. The Devil is in it, all Superſticion is from him ; and when 

Secret things, or latent Crimes, are diſcovered by ſuperſticious 
Practices, ſome Compat and Communion with the Devil is the 

*<, V« D*- Cauſe of it, as Auſfin (c) bas truly intimated ; and (o it is here ; 
"1 forif a Witch cannot be drowned, this muft proceed either 
(+p--». 22: from ſome natural Cauſe, which it doth not, for ic is againſt Na- 
ture for Humane Bodies, when Hands , and Feet are tied, not to 

ſink under the Water : Beſides, they that plcad for this Superſti- 

tion, ſay that if Witches happen t+ be condemned for ſome os 

ther Crime and not for Witchcratt, they will not ſwim like a 

Cork above Water, which Cauſe ſheweth that the Cauſe -f this 
Natation is not Phyſical : And if not, then either ic muſt proceed 

from a Divine Miracle to fave a Witch from drowniag ; or laſt- 

iy, it muſt be a diabolical Wonder : This ſuperſticious Experi- 

| ment 


Concerning Witchcrafts. zi - 


ment is commonly known by the Name of, The Valgar Probation, 

becauſe it was never appointed by any lawful Authority, but trom 

the Suggeſtion of the Devil taken up by the rude Rabble: And 

ſome (4) learned Men are of Opinion, that the firſt Explorater (5 P' .- 
(being @ white Witch) did explicitely covenant with the Devil, that © is 
he ſhould giſcover latent Crimes in this way : And that it is by 

Virtue of that firſt Contra that the Devil goeth to work to .. 
keep his Servants from ſinking, when this Ceremony of his or- 
daining is uſed. Moreover,we know that Diabolzs eff Dei Simia,the 
Devil leeks to imitate Divine Miracles. We read in Eccleſiaſtical 
Story, that ſome of the Martyrs when they were by Perſeeutors 
ordered to be drowned, prov'd to be immerſible : This Miracle 
would the Devil imitate in cauſing Witches, who are his Mar 
tyrs not to ſink when they are caſt into the Waters. 


” 
' 


3- This way of Purgation is of the ſame nature with the old Or- 
deals of the Pagans. It Men were accuſed with any Crime,to clear 
their quid were to take an hot Iron into their Hands,or 
to ſuffer (calding Water to be poured down their Throats, and 
it they received riohurt thereby they were acquitted. This was 
the Devil's Invention, and many times (as the Devil would have 
it) they thazdubmitted to theſe Tryals ſuffered no inconvenience. 
Nevertheleſs, it is aſtoniſhing to think what innocent Blood has 
been ſhed in the World by means of this Satenica! device. Witches 
have often (as (e) Spreng-r obſerves) deſired that they might ſtand (1) Is mui 
or fall by this Tryal by hot Iron,and ſometimes come off well : In- A 
deed, this Ordeal was uſed in other Caſes, and not in Caſes of : 
Witchcrait only : And fo was the :5e Valgar Probation by caſting oy 
into the Water practiced upon Perſons accuſed (f) with other (f) ens 4: 
Crimes as well as that of Witchcraft: How it came to be re- few 
ſtrained to that of Witchcraft I cannot teil ; it is as ſupernatu- «4. 
ral for a Body whoſe Hands and Feet are tied to ſwim the 
Water, as it is for their Hands not to feel a red hot Iron. It the 
one of theſes Ordeals is lawful to be uſed, than (fo is the othec 
too : But as for the fiery Ordeal it is rejeRted and exploded out 
of the World ; for the ſame Reaſon then the tryal by Water 
ſhould be ſo. 
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Caſts of Conſcience 


4. It is a tempting of God when Men put the Innocency of 

their Fellow-Creatures upon fuch tryals ; to defire the Aimighty 

». to ſhew a Miracle to clear the Innccent, or to convict the Guiley 

is a moſt preſumpruous tempting of him. . Was it nota Miracle 

when Peter was kept from ſinking under the Water by che Omni- 

potency of Chriſt ? As for Satan, we know that his Ambition is 

to make his Servants believe that his Power is equal to God's, 

and that therefore he can preſerve whom he pleafeth, I have 
(2) © «/a++. read (g) of certain Magicians, who were ſeen walking on the 
», Lib.s. Water: If then guilty Perſons ſhall float on the Waters, either it 
is the Devil that cauſeth them to do fo, (as no doubr it is) and 

what have Men to do to ſet the Devil on work; or elle it is a Di- 

vine Miracle, like that of Peter's nor ſinking, or that of the Iron 

that ſwam at the Word of Eliſha. And ſhall Men ery whether 

God will work a Miracle to make a diſcovery ? If a Crime can- 

not be found out but by Miracle, it is not for any Jutge on 

Earth to uſurp that Judgment whick is reſerre& for the Divine 


| Throne. 


£ 

Pp ip 5. This pretended Gift of Immerſibility attending Witches, is a 
a moſt fallible deceitful thing ; for many a Witch has ſunk under 
= 4) re1.4. the Water. Godelmannus (b) giveth an account of ſix notorious 
«| =+, L. 3 and clearly convicted Witches, that when they were brought to 
D 
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f _ their vulgar Probation, ſunk down under the Water lke other Per- 
by (i) Debra. fons 3 Althuſims affirms the like concetning others in the (3) Bobe- 
WY es Hit. »mian Hiſtory it is related, that Urat//aws the King of Bobemia, 
<< extirpated Witches out of his Kingdom, ſome of which he de- 
< livered to the Ax, others of them to the Fire, and others of them 
| he cauſed to be drowned : If Witches are immenſible, how came 
Dy they to die by drowning in Bobemia ? Beſides, it has ſometimes 
<= been known that Perſons who have floated on the Water when 
ol. che Hangman has made the Experiment on them, have ſunk down 
by like a Stone, when others have made the tryal. 


6. The Reaſons commonly alledged for this Superſtition are of 
no moment: It is ſaid they hate the Water ; whereas they have 
many times deſired that they might be caſt on the Water in order 
ro their purgation; It is alledged, that Water is uſed in Baptiſm, 
therefore Witches (wim : A weak Phanſie; all the Water in the 
World | 


IJ 


Concerning Witchcrafts, 33 


World is not conſecrated Water. Cannot Witches cat Bread or 
drink Wine, notwithſtanding thoſe Elements are made ule of in 
the Bleſſed Sacrament : B'tt (fay ſome) the Devils by ſucking of 
them make them (ſo light that the Water bears them ; whereas 
lome Witches are twice as heavy as many an innocene Perlon : 
Well, but then they are poſſcik:d with the Devil: Suppoſe ſo; 15 
the Devil afraid if they thould fink, that he ſhould be drowned 
with them? But why then were the Gadarens Hogs drowned 
when the Devil was in them ? 
Thele .hings being premiſed, I anſwer the Queſtion affirma- 
tively ; There are Proofs for the Convittion of Witches which Jurors 
may with # [afe Conſcience proceed upon, ſo as to bring them in guilty. 
Fhe Scripture which ſaith, 7how ſhalt not ſuffer @ Witch to live, 
clearly implies, that ſome in the World may be known and pro- 
ved ro be Witches : For until they be fo, they may and muſt be 
ſuffered to live. Moreover we find in Scripture, that fome have 
been convicted and executed for Witches : For Saul cut off 
thoſe that bad familiar Spirits, and the Wizzards out of the Land, 
1 Sam. 28. 9. 
It may be wondred that Sa»! who did like him that ſaid, He- 
ere (6 Superos Acheremta Movebo, ſhould cauſe the Wiz. 
zards in the Land to be pur ro death. The ſh Rabbies lay, 
the reaſon was, becauſe thoſe Wizzards fi that David ſhou 
be King. It is (as Mr. Gaul! (&) obſerves) the Opinion of ſome Q) bei 
learned Proteſtants, that Saw! in his Zeal did over do : And that ggfs” 
under the. Pretext (1) of Witches he flew the Gibeonizes, for which Ho m 
that Judgment followed, 2 Sew. 21. 1. Neither (faith Mr. Gaule) #24 con. 
want we the ftoried Examples of God's Fudgments upon thoſe that de- tarts 0h 
famed, proſecuted and executed them for Witches, that indeed were © 
None. Bur we have in the Scripture the Example of a better Man 
than Saw! to enconrage us to make enquiry after Wizzards and 
Wieches wm order to their Conviction and Execution. This did 
the rareſt King that ever lived cauſe to be done, wiz. Foſiab, 2 
Kings 23. 24. The Workers with familiar Spirits and the Wizzard:, that 
were ſpied in the Land of Judah, did Jofah put away, that be might 
perform the Words of the Law. It ſeems there were ſome that 
ſought to hide thole Workers of _ but that incompa- 
_ King ſpied them out, and rid the Land and the World 
of chem. 
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Caſcs of Conſcience 


Q. But then the Enquiry is, 1/bat is ſufficient Proof ? 


A. This Caſe has been with great ] ent anſwered by ſeveral 
Divines of our own, particula-ly by Mr. Perkins, and Mr. Birnard ; 
allo Mr. Job Gaul a worthy Miniſter at Steughton, in the Count 
of Huntrgton, has publiſhed a very Judicious Diſcourſe, callzt, 
Selett Caſes of Crnſerence towebing Witcher and Witeberafts, Viintel at 
London A. D. 1/ 45, wherein he does with great Prudence and 1 
vidence of 5cripture-light handle this and other Caſs: Such Ju- 
rors a5 cats obtain thoſe Books, I Would adviſe them to read, and 
{zriouſly as in the tzar of God to conſider them, and ſo lar as they 
keep to the Law and to the Teſtimony, and ſpeak according to 
that Word, receive the Light which is in them. But the Books 
being now rare to be had, let me exprels my Concurrence with 
them in theſe two particulars, 


i. That a free and voluntary Odnfeſſion of the Crime made by the 
Perſon /."_ and accnſed after Examination, 11 4 ſufficient Ground of 
Convithon, 

Indeed, if Perſons are Diſtracted, or under the Power of F&re 
wetich Melanhal that alters the Caſs z but ch Jurors that examing 
them, and their Neighbours that know them, may eaſily deter- 
ming that Caſe 4 of if Confelli vn be (w) ev1071ed, the Evidenes 
is not (6 clear and gonvictive 4 bit ii ny gi Fs out of Remorſs 
of Conſtlencee, of from a Tuywel of God on their Apirics, confels 
and ſhew their Deeds, 4s the Ganvorterl!l Migetans in Kpbeſwr did, 
Ati 19. 1H, 19. nothing can be wore &l.4t Nuppols & Man i6 
be (ul for Murder, of tor eomriiting « Kaps, of the like 
nefandous Wickedneſs, It he dow fi yvely contels thy Aceuſation 
that's ground enough to Condern him. The Seriptire & proveth 
of Judging the wicked Servant out of his own Mouth, iy, 
an, Iths y loms oyjected, that Perſons jn Diſcontent may fall 
ly acculs themſelves 1 lay, it they do fo, and it cannot be 
proved that they aro falls Avcuſers of thamivlves, they ought to 
«yo lor thiol Wickednels, and thelr Blood will be upon their own 
I oads 4 the Jurys the Judges, and the Land |s clear: 1 have 
road a very lad and amazing, and yet a true Story to this pur- 


pole 


There 


concerning Witchcrafts. 35 


There was in the Year 1649, in a Town called Lauder in 
Scotland , a certain woman acculed and impriloned on fuſpi- 
cion of Witchcraft, when others in the ſame P:iiſon with her 
were Convicted, and their Execution ordered to be on the Mon- 
day ——_— the deſired to ſpeak with a Miaiſter, to whom ſhe 
declared freely that ſhe was guilty of Witchcraft, acknowledging 
alſo many other Crimes committed by her, Gefring that ſhe 
might die with the reſt : She ſaid particularly that ſhe had Cove- 
nanted with th& Devil, and was become his Servant about twen-» 
yy your before, ind that he kiſſed her and gave her a Name, but 
that ſince he had never owned her. Several Miniſters who were 
jealous that ſhe accuſed herſelf untruly, charged it on her Conſ(ci- 
ence, telling her that they doubted ja was under a Temptation 
of the Devil to deſtroy her own Body and Soul, and adjuring 
her in the Name of God to declare the Truth: Notwithſtanding 
all this, ſhe ſlifly adhered to what ſhe had ſaid, and was on Mon- 
day morning Condemned, and ordered to be Executed that day. 
When ſhe came to the place of Execution, ſhe was (ilent until 
the Prayers were ended, then =go the Stake where ſhe was 
to be Burnt, ſhe thus expr herſell, Al you that ſee me thu 
day | Know ye that | am io die 4 @ Witch, by my own Confeſſlon ! 
and I fre all Men, eſpecially the Miniſters and ww 4 from the 
git of my Blord, I iahe if ow my ſelf, and 4 1 mit mats 
anſwer ts the God of Hrawen, | dvelare | am + four from Wieberaft 
#1 4ny Child, but bring 4t6nſed by & Maliiow Himan, and lmpriſoncd 
under the Name of 4 Witeh, wy Haibind and Pimde diſowned es 


4u4 [ring ws var bring i Credit agaln, through the Trip ition 
if Ag: derkg 5 . Nepm, yo 
it 


s that C 4 16 deſtroy my 049 Life, bring wer 
yo awd rather on 1 than ti» + Am eh 19. Jt 
ble Speech did 


all the Spectators, few of whom ould 1-- 
frain from Tears, Truth of this Relation (lalth my (» ) Aw me 
thut) is certain! oneted by a worthy Divine now living, who 7. taut 
was an Lye and an Far-Witneſs of the whole matter 5 but thus b'+ Wilt 
did that miſerable Creature (uſfor Death, and this was a juſt x 3,9 hs 
ecutlon, When the Awalabite confeſſed that he killed Saul, whom of tow 
lie had no legal Authority to muddle with, although "ths probabile © 
that he belyed himſelf, David pave order for his ixecutlon, and 
fald to him, Thy Mood be wpon thy Head, uy thy Monih bath Teft ified 
againit thee, a Sans tr. 16, Vat as for the Toltlmony of Conte 
ling Witches again(t others, the Cale 14 not bo clear as agalnil mw 

[givet, 


36 Caſes of Conſcieiice 
ſzives, they are not ſach credible Witneſſes, as in a Cale of Lite 
and Death is to be defired : Ic is beyond diſpute, that the Devil 
[ makes his Witches to dream ſtrange things of themſelves and o- 
thers which are not ſo. There was (as Authors bzyond Excepri- 
| on relue) in appearance a- ſumptuaus Feaſt prepared, the Wine 
k and Meat ſet forth in Veſſels of Gold ; a certain Perſon whom an 
amorous young Man had fallen in Love wich, was repreſented 
(+) Baſrg and ſuppoſed to be really there ; but Apollonias Tyanens (0) dilco- 
| .»vit2Ap2% yered the Witchery of the Buline(s, and in an inſtance all vaniſh- 
| = ed, and nothing but dirty Coals were to be ſeen « The liketo this 
1 is mentioned in the Arauſicen Council. There were certain Wo- 
| men that imagined they road upon Beaſts in the Night, and that 
4 they had Diane and Herodins in company with them, beſides a 
f Troop of other Perſons ; the Council giveth this Sentence on it ; 
1 Satanaus qui ſe transfigurat in Angelum Lucs, trawiformat ſe in droer- 
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arum perſonarum 1, & mentem quam 
} Jo | x rhe himſelf into the likeneſs of divers Per- 
F ſons, and deludes the. Souls that arg bis Captives with Dreams 
| and Fancies; ſee Dr. Wilket on 1 Sams. 28. p. 165. What Credit 
| can ven to thoſe that to 
| be gi hoſe tha into Horles ? 
| If fo, can as well turn 
4 ches on in Conjun&ian with 
| never make or- unmake a 
of eransform a Bruit into a Man, nor a, 
-- Tranſmutation is fantaſtical. The 
ih | pn on the Imaginations of his 
« lieve themſelves to be be Convaned 


3A 
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the Diſcale 


| Lycantbropia , from whence t 
I lamentable Com ines of ehair being W :Ina 
£| is no more Rea Wi 


in what ww 
things ſeen or done by them, whilſt Satan had them 
Power, than there is in Lacien's ridiculous Fable of his 
a" witched into an Aſe, and what (t Feats he then pla 
ol that what ſuch perſons relate con and 
| COSI ought not to be received with too mu 


Concerning Witthcrafts. 


T cguld mention diſmal Inſtances of Innocent Blood which his 
been ſhed by means of the Lies 'of ſome Contetling Wit- 
ches ; there is a very fad Story mentioned in the Pretace to the 
Relation of the Witrchcratrs in Sweedland, how that in the Yeu 
1676, at Stockholm, a young Woman accuſed her own Mother 
(who had indeed been a very. bad Woman, but not guilty of 
Witchcraft,)and Swore that ſhe had carried her oo the Nocturnal 
Meetings of Witches, upon which the Mother was burne to Dea: th. 
Soon atrer theDaughter came crying and howling before the Judges 
in open Court, declaring, that co be revenged on her Mother 
for an Offence received, ſhe had falſely accuſed her wich'a Crime 
which ſhe was not guilty of ; for which ſhe alſo was juſtly Execu- 
ted. A moſt wicked Man in France freely conteſſed himlelt to 
be a Magician, and accuſed many others, whole Lives were 
thereupon taken from them; and a whole Province had like to 
have been ruined therehy, bue the Impoſtor was diſcovered : The 
Confefling pretended Wizzard was burnt at Paris in the year 
1468. [ thall only cake notice further of an awful Example m-:1- 


tioned by A. B. Spot/wood in his (wt. apo 1997 p- 449. His 


words are thelz, © This Summer (wv: oO 1597.) there was 
© a great bu els for the Tryal of Witcties} amongſt others,. one 
* Margares Athin being apprehended on ſuſpicion, and threatned 
* with; Torture, did confeſs herſelf Guilty 5 being examine. 
\ touching her Aſſociates in that Trade, ſhe named a few, and 
* perceiving her Delations find Credit, made offer to dere all of 
that fort, and_to purge the Country of them ; 16 ſhe mighe 
" have her I.ife' granted : For the reaſon of her Knowledge, the 
* ſaid, That they bad a ſecret mark all of that fort in their Eyer, wheres 
* by ſhe could ſurely tell, bow ſoon ſhe looked wpow any, whether they 
© were Witeber or not 5 and in this ſhe was fo readily believed, that 
* for the ſpace of 3 of 4 Months ſhe was carried from Town to 
© Town to make Diſco-erics in that kind ; many were bruughe 
* in queſtion by her Delations, eſpecially at G/a/gow, where 4+ 
as Invorent Women, through the Credulity of the Miniſter Mr. John 
© Cowper,wwere conder ned and put to Death inthe end Ihe was found 
"to be a meer Ceceiver, and (unt back to Fife, where the was li: (t 
 apprehencled ; Ar her Tryal the athi med all to be Alſe that the 
 hadl conſeffed of he ar others, and perſiſted in this to her 
f Pexth, which made ma: » | re-think their roo great forwardnels 
that way,and move! the Ning to recal ils Commilhion given ove 


' againſt ſuch Perſons, dilcharging all Proceedings agalaſt them, 
| " E&\Cept 


Rp ; 


Caſes of Conſcience 


' except 1:1 caſe of a voluntary Confeſlion, till « folld Order ſhould 
' be taken by the Eſtates touching the form that ſhould be kept in 
' their 'Tryal. Thus that famous Hiſtorlan, 

as [{ 1196 eredible Perſons (all affirm wpon Oath that they bave ſeen thy 
party arouſed probing [web words, of dung thing 1 which none but [neb 
bave Familiarity with the Devil ever did Or v4 do, that's 4 [uſſilent 


BY Ground for Convittion, | 
| tome arg ready to ſay, that Wizzards are not ( unwiſe as 19do 
Of ſuch things In the ſight or hearing of others, but It bs certalss chat 


they have very often been k1.own todo | 1+ How often have they 


-- if been ſeen by others uſing Iuchaminents? / | yorla to ralle +11 ms? 
by And have been heard calling upon thelr 1 amiliat Spirits? And have 


> | beet known to uſe Spells - ms? And to ſhew in a Glals or 
-- Ws ina Shew-ſtone perſons abſent ? And to reveal Secrets which could 
«i not be diſcovered but by the Devil? And have not imen been 
P ſeen to do things which are above humane Strength, that no man 
i living could do without Diabolical Afliſtances? Claudia was ſeen 

by Witneſſes enough, to draw a Ship which no humane Strength 


could move. Twccis a Veſtal Virgin was ſeen to carry Waterin a 
| a Sieve: The Devil never afliſts men, to do ſupernatural things un- 
defired. When therefore (uch like things ſhall be teſtified againſt— 
| the accuſed Party not by Spetires which are Devils in the Shape of 
" Perſons either living or dead, but by real men or women who 
._ may be credited z it is f enough that ſuch an one has that 
F (| Converſation and Correſpondence with the Devil, as that he or 
ſhe, whoever they be, ought to be exterminated from amongſt 
men. This notwithſtanding I will add ; It were better that ten 
lulpeted Witches ſhould e my than that 016 innocent Perſon 
ſhould be Condemned ; that is an old ſaying, and true, Pref ut 
rewm mocentem abſelvi, quam ex probibitts Indici & ulegitima probai 19- 
ne condemnari. |t is better that a Guiley Perſon ſhould be Abſol- 
ved, than that he ſhould without ſufficient ground of Conviction 
be condemned. 1 had rather juilge a Wicch to be an honeſt wo- 
man,than judge an honeſt woman as a Witch. The word of God 
directs men not to proceed to the execution of the moſt capital of- 
fenders, until ſuch time as upon ſzarching diligently, the matter is 
found to be a Truth, and the thing certain, Deut. 13. 14, 15. 
(1) Mr. 4s. An Acquaintance(p)of mine at London, in his deſcription of New- 
= nb» England declares, that as to their Religion, the people there are like 
3. Mr. Perkins; it is no diſhonour to us, it that be found true: I am 
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ſorry that any amongſt us begia to ſlight lo great a Man, _ 
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Concerning Witcherafts. 39 


the moſt (9) Learned in Farrelgn Lands, (peak of with Admi- (1) vin 
ration, on the account of his polite and acute Judgment t It is a frown 
grave and good Advice which he giveth in his Diſcourſe of Witch» (14 
crals (Chap. 5, $5, "| wherewith I eonglide 4 f I would there. 
{ fore Wiſh arid adviſe all Jurors who glve their Verdi ypon 1 11s 
F and Death In the Court of Allizes, to take good hief, that as 
\ they be diligent In 42a) of God + g'or And the good of his Chu cl, 
* in detoting of Witch, by all (uffiglent and lawful means, (0 
f likewilo they would bw &aretul what they do, and not to condeinn 
any party (iſpected upon bare Preſumpeions, without lound and 
* ſufficient Proots that they be not guilty through their own Rath- 
* nels of ſhedding Innocent Blood, 
Brjton, New-England, Oftob. 4. 1692, 


The ConTtenrts. 
HE firft Caſe propeſed, whetber not may Satan appear in the Shape 


an Innocent and Piow, as well as of @ Nocent and Wicked Per- 


ſon, to afflit ſuch as ſuffer by Diabolical Moleftation? 
The Affirmuroe proved from fix Arguments. - 
1, from ſeveral Scriptures, Pag, 1, 
ons 


2, Becauſe it « poſſible for the Devil in the $ Innocent Perſo 
to do other Mt ebief, nn by many ord of Þ. 6, 
3- Becauſe if Satan may not repreſent an Innocent Perſon as affuicting 
others, it muſt be either becauſe be wants will or power to do thu, or be- 
eanſe God will never permit him ſo to doit; either of which may be 
affirmed, þ+ S, 
4. It u certain both from Scripture and Hiſtory, that Magicians by 
their Inchantments and Helliſh Conjurations may cauſe a falſe Repreſent a- 
2 


tion of Perſons and Things. p 12, 
5. From the concurring Tudgment of many Learned and Fudicow 
Men. P. 16, 


6.Our own Experience has confirmed the Truth of what we affirm. p.18. 
The Second Caſe conſidered, v1z. if one bewitched be cait down with 
the look or caſt of tbe Eye of another Perſon, and after that recovered a- 
gam by a Touch from the ſame Perſon, is wot this an infallible Prof that 
the party accuſed and complained of 11 in Covenant with the Devil? p.23. 
n{w. Th:s m.y be Ground of Suſpicion and Examination, but not of 
Conviction, Þ. 24. 
The Tudgment of Mr. Bernard and of Dr. Cotta produced. p. 25, 27. 

2 


Several 


The CONTENTS. 
Several thing: offered againſt the Infallibility of this Proof. 
I. Ti poſi that the perſons in queſtion may be poſſeſſed with Evil 
Spirits. Signs of (uch. Pag. 22. 

2. Falling down with the caſt: of the Eye proceeds not from a natural 
but an arbitrary Canſe. |: P. 23» 

3. That of the bewitched Perſons being recovered with a Touch is wa- 
rions and fallible, : P. 24- 

4. There are that queſtion the L:vfulnels of the Experiment. p.25. 

5. The Teſt imony of bewitched © poſſeſſed Perſons is no Evidence as to 
what they ſee concerning others, and | + not as to themſelves. p 27, 

6, x Perſons bawe ſometimes been ſtruck d1wn with the Lock 

« * of Dogs, ibid. Es 
4 oy, rbjis were an mſallibie proof, there would be difficulty m diſcove- 
ring Witches. ' | 

8. Nothing can be _—_ out of the Word of God toſhew, that this 
is any proof of Witchraft, p. 28. 

9. Antipathies m nature have ſtrange and unaccountable effetts. 

The Third Caſe conſidered , whether there are any Diſcoveries of Witch- 
eraft Avbich Furors and Fudges may with a ſafe Conſcience proceed upon 
ro the Convoittion and Condemnation of the perſons under Su(picion, p.5 1, 

Two things premiſed, 
/ That the Evidence im the Crime of Witchraft ought to be as clear as 
m any other Crimes of a Capital nature, p- 29. : | 

2. That there have been ways of Trymg Witches long uſed, which Ged 
never approved of. More particularly that of caſt mg the ſuſpeted Prty 
into the Water, to try wheth:y they will Sink or Swtm. The Vanity 
great Sim which is in that way of Purgation evinced by ſix Reaſon:,p. 29, 
t0 30. 

That there are proofs for the Convuiftion of Witches, which Furor: may 
with a ſafe Conſcience proceed upon, proved from Scriptures P. 3J- 

That a free and voluntary Confeſſion is a ſufficient ground of Convittt- 
01, P 34+ | 

That the Teſt imony of confelſing Witches againſt others, is not ſo clear 
an Evidence as agamſt them/elvc,p. 35. 

That if two Credible Perſons ſhall « firm ugon Ozth that they bave 
ſeen the Perſon accuſed doing things, which nexe but ſuch as bave familiart- 
ty with the Devi! , ever did or can dv, that's a ſuf/icient ground of Con- 
w1(tion : And that this has often bappined, p. 38. % 

Mr. Perkias bis Selemn Caution to Furor:s, ©. 39+ 


POST- 


OST SC ER. 


T HE Deſign of the preceding Di/ertation, is not to plead for 
Wiechcratts, or to appear as an Advocate for Witches : [ 
have therefore wriaen another Di;courſs, proving that there are 
ſuch horrid Creatures as Witches in the Work ; and that they are 
to be extirpated and cut off irom among(t the People of God, 
which I have Thoughts and lInclinacions in dus time to publiſh ; 
and 1 am abundantly ſatisfied that there have been, and are till 
moſt curſed Witches in the Land, More then one or two of tholz 
now in Priſon, have freely and credibly acknowledged their Com- 
munion and Familiarity with the Spirits of Darkneſs; and have 
alſo declared unto me the Time and Occaſion, with the particular 
Circumſtances of cheir Helliſh Obligations and Abominations. 
Nor is there deſigned any Reflection on thoſe worthy Perſons 
who have been concerned in the late Proceedings at Salam : They 
are wiſe and good Men, and hare acted with all Fidelity accord- 
ing to their Light, and have out of tendern26 declined the doing 
ot ſome things, wich in our own Judgments they were fati-tied 
about : Having therefore ſo arduous a Caſe before them, Pitty and 
Prayers rather than Cenfvres are their due; on which account 
L am glad that there is publiſhed to the World(by my Son)a Brew- 
ate of the Tryals of ſome who were lately exzcured, whereby I hope 
the thinking part cf Mankind -will bz fatisfied, that thefe was 
more than that which is called Spectre Evidence for the Conviction 
of the Peilons conemned. | was nor my felt preſent at any of 


the Tryals, excep:ing one, viz. that of George 'Burroughs ; had I 


been one ot his Juug*s,1 cord not have acquiued him : For ſeveral 
Perſons did upon Oath teitific, that they ſaw him do fuch things 
a« no Man that has not a Dzvil to be his Familiar could pert-rm : 
And the jurlges afhrm, that they have not convicted any one 
meeily on the account ot what SpedZres have {aid, or of witathas 
been reprelented to :ne | ves or tmaginations of the ſick bewitch- 
ed Perfors. It what is tre expoled ro publick view, may be a 
means to prevent it ior the furure, I ſhall not repenc of my Labour 
in this Undertaking 1 have been prevailed with fo tar as I am 
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POSTSCRIPT 


-able to diſcern the Truth in theſe dark Caſes, to declare my Sen- 


timents, with the Arguments which are of weighe wich me, ho- 
ping that what is written” may be of ſome uſe to diſcover the 
Depths of Satan; and to prevent innocent ones having their Lives 
endangered, or their Reputations ruined, by being through che 
Subtiley and Power of che Devils, in conſideration wich the Igno- 
rance and Weakneſs of Men, involved amongſt the Guilty. It 
becomes thoſe of my Profeflion to be very tender in Caſes of 
Blood, and to imitate our Lord and Maſter, Who came not to deſtroy 
the Lives of Arn, but to ſave thers. 

I likewiſe defign in what I have written, to give my teſtimony 
againſt theſe unjuſtifable ways of diſcovering Wirchcrafts, which 
ſome among us have practiced. I hear that of late there was a 
Witch-cake made with the Urine of bewirched Creatures, as one 
Ingredient by ſeveral Perſons in a place, which has ſuffered much 
by the Attack of Hell upon it : This 1 taketo be not only wick- 
ed Superſtition, but great Folly : For tho' the Devil does ſome- 
times operate with the Experiments, yet not always, eſpecially if 
a Magical Faith be wanting. I ſhall here take occaſionto recice ſome 
Paſlages in a Letter, which I received trom that Eminene pious 
and learned Man, Mr. Samue! Cradock; during my abode in L- 
don ; the Letter bears date Febr. 26. 1690. Thentake it in his own . 
Words, which are theſe; © We have at this preſent one in our 
© next Town, who has a Son who has ſtrange Firs, and ſuch as 
* they impute to Witchcraft : He come to conſule wich me abour 
© it, but before he came, he had uſed a means which I ſhould 
© never have direted him unto, viz. He took the Nails of his 
© Son's Hands and Feet, and ſome of his Hair, and mixed them in 
© Rye-paſte with his Water, and (o ſet it all by the Fire till it was 
© conſumed, and his Son (as he ſays) was well after, and free from 
© his Fits for a whole Month, but then they came again, and He 
© tried that means a ſecond time, and then it would not do ; He re- 
© moved his Son into Cambridgeſhire the next County, and then he 
© was well, but as ſoon as he brought him home he was afflicted as 
* before. The Foy ſays, He ſaw a thing Iike a Mole follows 
© ing of him, which once ſpoke to him, and told him he came 
*to do the Officz he was to do: I adviſed his Father to make uſe 
© of the Medicine preſcribed by our Saviour, ::z. Faſting and 
* Prayer. Here have been others in this Town, that though they 
© were under I-bandling as they call it; One Family had their 
* Milk fo affecd, that they could not pollivly make any Cheeſe, 

© but 
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© but ithov'd ani! ſw.i.cl, and was good for nothing : They are 
* now rid of that trouble, but how they got rid of ir I do not know : 
Thus my Let:er, By which it. is evident that Towns in England 
as wel! 1+ New-England are moleſted with Demons, only I wiſh 
that hz >:pzrſti.10ns praRticed in other places to gzt rid of ſuch 
troub!:{om2 Gue'ts had never been known, much le(s uſed amongſt 
us or them, 

Some I hear have taken up a Notion, that the Book _ pub- 
liſhed by my Son, is contra:litory to this of mine : *Tis ſtrange 
that ſuch Imaginations ſhould enter into the Minds of Men: I 
peruſed and approved of that Book before it was printed ; and 
nothing but my Relation to him hindred me from recommend- 
ing it to the World : But my ſelf and Son agreed unto the hum- 
ble Advice which twelve Miniſters concurringly preſented before 
his Excellency and Council, reſpeting the preſent Difficulties, 
which let the World judge, whether there be any thing in its diſ- 
ſentany from what is atteſted by either of us. 

It was in the Words following : 


The Return of ſeveral Miniſters conſulted by his Excellency, and 
the Honourable Council, upon the preſent Witchcrafts in Salem 
Village. 

Boſton, Fane 15. 1692. 
I, T4 E afflited State of our poor Neighbours, that are now ſuffer- 
ing by Moleſt ations from the. Inviſible World, we apprebend ſo 
deplorable, that we think their Condition calls for the utmoſt help of all 

Perſons in their ſeveral Capacities. Il. We cannot but with all Thank- 

fulneſs acknowledge, the Succeſs which the merciful Gol bas given unto 

the ſedulous and aſſiduons Endeavors of our honourable Rulers, to dete6} 
the abominable Witchcrafts which bave been committed in the Country; 
bumbly praying that the di -1u2ry of theſe myſterious and miſchievous 

Wickedneſſe:, may be perfetted. IIl. We judge that in the proſecution 

of theſe, and all ſuch Witchcrafts, there us need of a very critical and 

exquiſite Caution, lc} by too much Credulity for things received only 
upon the Devil's Authority, there be a Dow opened for a long Train of 
miſerable Conſequencer, and Satan get an Advantage over us, for we 
ſhould not be ignorant of bis Devices. IV. As m Complaints upon 

Witchcrafts, there may be Matters of Enquiry, which &» not amount 

unto Matters of Preſumption, and there may be Matters of Preſumpti- 

on which yet may not be reckmed Mutters of Convittion ; [o '« 
neceſſary that all Proceeding: thereabout be managed with an exceeding 
4 tender- 
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rendernefs towards thoſe that may be complained of 5 eſpecially if th 
bave rea PFs formerly of an unblemiſhed "AAA, V. When 4 
fr ſt Enquiry us made imto the Circumſtances of ſuch as may lie under 
any juſt Suſpicion of Witcherafts, we could wiſh that there may be ad- 
mutied as lutle as 1s poſſible, of ſuch Noiſe, Company, and Openneſs, as 
may too baſtily expoſe them that are examined * and that there may no- 
thing be uſed as a Tiſt, for the Trial of the (ſuſpetted, the Lawfulneſ 
wherecf may be doubted among the People of God 5 but that the Dire- 
Hiom given by ſuch Fudicions Writers as Perkins and Bernard, be 
conſulted m ſuch a Caſe, VI. Freſumptions whereupon Perſons may be 
committed, and much more Convittions, whereupon Perſous may be 
condemned as guilty of Witchcrafts, ought certainly to be more conſide- 
rable, than barely the accuſed Perſons being repreſemed by a Spettre unto 
the Aﬀiidted ; inaſmuch as "tis an undoubred and a notorious thing, that 
a Demon may, by God's Permiſſion, appear even to ill purpoſes, in the 
Shape of an mnocent, yea, and a weriuous Man: Nor can we eſteem 
Alterations made in the Sufferers, by a Look or Touch of the Accuſed to 
be an infallible Evidence of Guilt ; but frequently liable to be abuſed by 
the Devil's Legerdemains. VII. We inow not, whether ſome remark- 
'ablt Afﬀfronts groen to the Devits, by our dicbelieving of thoſe Teſtymo- 
nies, whoſe whole force and ſtrength w from them alone, may hc, al 
Period, unto the Pregreſs of the Th Calamity begun upon us, in 
the Accuſation of ſo many Perſons, eof we hope, ſome are yet clear 
from the great Tran(grefſion laid unto therr Charge. VIII. Nevertheleſs, 
IVWe cannot but humbly recommend unto the Government, the ſpeedy and 
vigorous Proſecution of ſuch as bave rendred themſelves obnoxious, ac- 
cording to the Dire{10n given in the Laws of God, and the wholeſome 
Statutes of the Engliſh Nation, for the Deteftion of Witchcraft. 
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Books now inthe Preſs, and going to it, Printed 
for Jobn Dwton, at the Raven in the Poultry, 

Emotrs of the Right Honowa'le Arthur Earl of Angle- 

ſcy, late Lu.d (PUP S 0! intermixt with 2Ho2al, 0- 

A litical 044i Dtifto.tck; ©viervations, and many De- 

cret Paſſages nt befure made pubiick To which zs added, A Let- 


ter written by hrs Lordſhip. containing the Reaſons of hzs retiring from 
Go the late oh eigen. Pu —_ by Sir Peter Per, Knight, 


accerding to kts Lordſhip s Requelt upon bis Death bed. 

The Genutne Remains Cu Learned Preiaie, Dr. Thomas 
Barlow, late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln ; containing various Points, 
Thcological Phjilofophical,Hiſtozical,ec in Letters to ſeveral 
Perſons of Honour and Quality ;, with ſome Remarkable Paſſages in his 
Lordſhips Life ; written with bis own Hand. To which ts added the 
Reſolution of many abſtruie Points in Divinity, - with great Variety of 
JIE ; written by bis Lordſhip ; and Publiſhed by Sir Peter 

ct, Knight 

A Direttory for Poung Communicants, herein the Na- 
ture of the Haly Sacrament ts Explain'd, the moſt weighty Caſes of 
Conſcience about it are reſols/d, and all theſe Scruples > hy for the 
Omiſſion - it, are conſider d. By a Divine the Church of Eng- 
land, To which # added Menſalia Sacra, or Meditations ſuited to all 
the parts of that Sulemn Ordinance. 

The Hiſtory of the Famous Edifts of Nants 2 Containing the moſt 
Remarkable things that have kappene4 in France both befere and fince 
ats Publication, upon Occaſion # the Diverſity of Religions, and efpe- 
cially a full Account of all the Contraventions, Non-Executions, 
Eluſions, Artifices, Violences, and ather Injuſtices, which the Pro- 
teſtants reaſonably Pretend and Complain they have Suffered, contrary to 
the Tenour of the ſaid Edif?, called and beld Sacred and Irr le 
to the time of its moſt Perfidious Revocation in Oftober, 1685. with 
all the Remarkable Occurrence - that have followed ſince the ſaid New E- © 
diff. In Four Volumes. This French _ which the 
Werld has been ſo long expefing (is Licenſed and Entered in the 
Hall- Book, and) mill be Tranſlated with all the Accuracy ſo great a 
Work requares. 

A peaceabte Enquiry into the Nature of the preſent Controverſie - 
among the United Brethren, about Juſtification, By a Reverend Dir, | 


Vine. 
* 'A 
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days) containing an ito 


Books Printed for John Dunton, 


A New and Comprebenſve Book of Trade, by Qlilliam Leyboutn, 
entituled, Turſus Dathematicus. 

The Third Edition of the fir Account of the Tryals of the 
"The Compleat Libyary foz June (ill be publſe in « fi 

omplca ry une ( wil be þ in a few 
"* | Account of the Choiceſt Books newly pri 
ted in England, and in the Forreign Journals , as alſo the State of 
Learning in the Wozld. Los i 

A Dirccto2y fo2 Youth, through all the Diſfculties attending that 
State of Life. By the Reverend Mr. Pomphrec. 

May the 16th, 1693. New Propoſals tor the _ of a Book 
of William Leybourn's, Author of the Late Curſus Mathemati- 
cus, and of divers other Mathematical Trattates * Who hath now b 
him, a Miſcellanious Manuſcript ready for the Preſs, which he Jneads 
to entitle, Pleaſure with j20fit $ Ir conſeſting of Recreations of di- 
vers Kinds « Vig, (lumerical,Geometrical, Mechanical, AB 
Aſtronomical, Hbrometrical, Cryptographical, Statical, Mag- 
netical, Auromatical, Chymical, Hiſtorical. Publiſhed for Inge+ 
niaus Spirits to make farther Scrutiny into theſe (and the like) Sublime 
Sciences, and to divert them from following ſuch Vices, as Touth (in this 
Age) are too much inclin'd to, 

This Book, when Printed of a good Letter, will contain 
above One Hundred Sheets, with near To Hundred Cutts. And 
as he hath already Publiſhed his Two laſt Treatiſes. viz, Dial: 
ling, Plain, Concaue, Convex, Projeftive, Refleftive, Refrattive, 8c. 
And Curſus Mathematicus, by way of Subſcription; he now again 
offers this to all Lovers of Laudable, Pleaſant, and Profitable 
Recreations, 

And to the end that This may come to Publick View in his 
Life I he preſents the ——_—_ Overture (for the promo- 


tion of it) to all Maſters, Heads, Provoſts, Fellows, Scholars, 
o&c, of both Univerſitics, —— To all Publick and Private 
Schoolmaſters, Uſters and Scholars under them To all 
Gentlemen of Inns of Court or Chancery — And to all 
other Pcivare Gentlemen of what Degree locyer. 


The New PROPOSALS are as follow, iz. 


s, THE Subſcribers togive Thirteen Shillings and fix pence for each Book in Quiree ;; 

whereof fix ſhillings 4 to be paid at the time of $45(criptian, and ſeven ſhillings 
ſrx pence at the delivery of the Book, aſia ety O 
| I, The. 
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at the Raven in the Poultry. | a 


MN. To encourage all perſons, they that contribute to the procuring Subſcri, bes 
tions for ſix ws od Rs rf oo Dr 
HT. All who intend to affift in the advancement of this Uſeful Wark . are deſe- ps 
fired to ſend in their Subſcriptions with all ſpeed unto the perſons here under-named, wr 
where printed Receipts ſhall be given them, | Py 
IV. In this Fork will be inſerted ( above what wat at firſt propoſed ) a New Þ- 


Syſtem of Algebra, accordayg t» the Improvements and Diſcoveries that have 
been made in that Art, particularly as to the Nature and application of Couver- 
ging Sprics, whereby all poſſible Equations bowerer adfefted, dewoln'd, or interrupe- 
£d, «ard readily reſolv'd, and the buſmeſs of __— now brought to perf-tlion. 

As alſo a deronfiration of the proceſs of all the Rules commently given for addition, 

n, Multiplication and Diviſion , efpectally in Fra&tions, not ſufficiently 
clear'd by any Algetraic Author whatever : The mhole is now made familiar ard eaſe 
to an Ordinary Capacity, by Richard Sault, Profeſſor of the Mathematichs, in Adam's 
Court in Broadſtreer, near the Royal Txchange. 

There will alſo be added ſeveral Great Curiofities in Cryptography, Horometria, 
gyc. by anther . Hand, : 

VI. This Addition will occaſion its not being publiſhed ſs ſoon as at firit propoſed, and 
will inhance each book to ſixteen ſhilling s in Quires to that do net ſubſcribe ; thoſe 
wioaged the henefit of the Propoſals, are defued to m their firſt payment, viz. 
fix ſhillings, before the »Eth of July next, after which time no Subſcriptions will be ta- 
hen in under Eight ſhillings in hand, and the like at delivery. 

The Undertahers are the Author, Dorman Newman, R. Baldwin and John Duntoo, 
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Books lately Printed for John Dunton, at the Raven in 
the Poultry. 


UE gth Vol; of the Athenian G azxette,reſolving all nice and curious Queſizons, wich a 
\* general Title, Preface,and Index to ir, ſticht up in Marble Paper, Price 2 1.6 &. 

The Tigwine Lirwgy, publiſhe with the approbation of ſeveral Biſhe ps. 
Sadeurs New Diſcovery of Terra Incognita Auftralis ; tranſlated from the French 
Copy: Printed at Paris by Publick Authority. ; 

Agreement 1n Dottr;ne, among the Difſenting Miniſters in London, ſubſcrited 

Decemb. 15. 1592, 

The ſixth Edition of the ſecond = 4 

A Conference berween a modern Atheiſt and his Friend : By the Methodizer of the 
ſecond Sptra ; Printed in the ſame (ze, that they might bind up together. 

An Earneft Call 19 Family-C atechiſm and Reformation : By a Reverend Divine, Se- 
veral Miniſters and private Chriſtians peruſing this Piece, earneſtly mov'd for i:s 
pvblicarion, whſch the Reverend Author at length conſenting to + the following pro- 
poſals are now made, forthe general S—_— of itz vig That whatever Gentl-men 
will be ſo publich-ſpnited, as to gee 50 of them away, they ſhall have that number for 20 2. . 
Alitch'd up in Blew Paper, and ready cut ; but as for thers who buy leſſer uunbers, they muft 4 
not expel} them under 6 d. per beob, ol 

Theodore Jobn, a late Teacher among the Fews, his late Confeſſion of the Chrſti- ; 
an Faith, before he was baprized, Þ»? 

The Day of Jubilee; or, a plain and a prattical Diſcurſe of the Sainrs gathering 
together, and of their meeting the Lord in Glory at his ſecond coming, on 1 Th/.4, = 
17, By 7. Brandon, Reftor of Winchamflead in Boks. y- 
The T 
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Books Printed for John/Dunton, exc. 


The late Trials of ſeveral Wiiches : publiſhed by Cotron Mather. 
A farchcr account of the Trials of the New England Witches. 
The 4th Editionof the Nw. Marty z of, Bloody Afſizes, With addiri- 
ns (0 large, as render it a New Secret HiPory of the late rumes. 
All the 9 Volumes of the Athenian Gazette, with a general Title, Preface and 
Index :orhem, o: fiagle Mercuries ro this rime, 
The ift Vol. of rhe Compleat Library, being an Hiſtorical Account of Books 
and Novel:ic,, publiſhed Monchly, with 2 ical Tables. 
The 24 Vol: of the Compleat Library for December, January, February, March, 
April, May, that for June is gow in the Prefs, 
A Mourning Ring 1n memory of 


———-An ODE to the Athenian Sqecsety. 

-—— The Viſions of the Soul, by a member of the Arbenian Society. : 
The Hiſtory of the Athenian Society. 

T.ic Entire Set of Athenian Gazetts, with the Su to them, bound up 


ples, Do&trines, L: l Quakers, 
The Character of a Pillianmute, by a Divine of the Church of England, Price 6d, 
The CharaGer of a Jacobite, by a perſon of Quality, Price 6d. 
The Senſe of the United Noncontorming Miniſters, agatuſt ſome of Mr, Da- 
1sr's erroneous Opinions, 
Caſuiſtical Morning Exerciſes, the Fourth Volume. 
Heads of agreement afſentedto by the United Miniſters, 
The Counties Concu:rence with the Landon Linited Miniſters, By $, Chandler, 
The 24 Edition of rw ws ny ſtated, 
3 


A defence of Goſpeleruth ; being a Reply to Mr, Chancy's firſt part. 

A = rn { ing what Repenrance of National Sins God romaine 
The Vanity of Chi and Y.uth, All q by Daniel Willzams, 

b Life of Mr. Thamas Brand, by Dr. analy, 


Mourners Companion. By f, $h-wer, 
Practical Diſcourſe on Sickneſs and Recovery. 
Early Religion, or. a Diſcourfe of che Duty of Youth. 
Fall not out by the way; or, a Perſwaſion to a Friendly Correſpondence berween 
brethren of the ſame Faith z all 3 by T, Ragers, M, A, 
The Life and Death of the Reverend Mr, Elivt ; by Carton Mather, 
Mr. Barker's Flores Imielletlnales oth part, 
Mr, Quich's Y oung mans Claim to the Sacrament, 
A Practical Diſcourſe on the late Karrhquakes, 
Mr. Crow's Vaniry of Judichal Aſtrology, 
Mr, Oaly's Funeral Sermon, By Mr, Sam, Slater, 
The Celeſtial Race, By Mr. Buſh, 
Mr, Puſher Sermon on a Perſon that dic d ſuddenly, 
The iv ine Captain by My, Hk Pringal 
Infant Baptiſm ſlated, by J, R, Prebiter of the Church of Kaglaad, 
The firſt and ſecond Volume of the Pacquet broke open, 
Keligio Bibl in imitation of Dr, Browns Adligte Medicl, 
The Double fir, 4 Poem, 
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